SJAA: Toughest Around
From Top To The Cellar

By far, the strongest pr
{oubal ague in he g -

lh.lt years has been the Fr:

U o el b,

_mll!
Expected 0 be st or near the
inal

ge in case Ken

either of the two falter are the
Lodi Flames, Tokay Tigers,
Lincoln Trojans and Edison

In 1978, six of the eight SIAA
clubs had ofrall records of
500 or better and were 1512 in
non-conference outings. Last
Talt the same six teams (fén-

a 153

Do leaguers
e majrty o the lop's
SIAA wil

be stronger from lng to
bottom,” says Lodi skipper
Jim Sowers. “Every team

sm.u as usual,” claims
rank Carido, starting his sec-
ond year at the St. Mary's
helm

There aren't any weak
teams this year,” says
Edison's 20-year ‘mentor,
Charles Washington

**Stronger than last
are the feelings of Lincoln's
Kuhlmann. “It's an ex
tremely- well  balanced

3

ague.
“It's tough, just as It is every
year" states Paul Press of
Tokay, who recently resigned
his pasition to accept the line
coach job at San Joaquin Delta
College In Sockion
's as strong as before or

pmmy even stronger.” adde
Tracy’s Wayne Schneider.

STAGG — The Deka Kings.
the winpingest team in the
eight-yearold SJAA (58-18.2),
have the area’s top quarter-
back, Randy Washington, back
1o run the offense. A legitimate
game-breaker, Washington
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tossed the ball for 986 yards (57
completions in 111 afttempts)
and 15 touchdowns in 1979
while suffering only two inter-
5-foot-

new Delta Kings football
coach

LINCOLN — With 23 letier-
‘man back, Inckiding eight star-
ers, the Trojans are confident
of their chances for a winning
campaign and smproving last
fall's 55 mark.

The defense is headed by
twoyear AILSJAA back Tim

rrock. an AlLDistrict seleo

tion last season. The 5-10,
170-pound senior will also dou:
ble as the Lincoln quarterback
And most of his hand offs fig-
ure to go to tailback Mark
Safady (5-11, 180), a starter the
past two years on defense.

Trying to make life easy for

returning starters. Back at
guard is Rick Saragoza (60
).

Serving as Lincoln's top re-
ceivig threa I senir spl

r (5.11), 175
Vil the defnaive te is a
chored by senior Robert Ford
510, 19)

EDISON — “We're Tl
freen “this  year,
Washinglan, the crafy Viking

grid general. “We have no
super stars this year, just hit
ters.”

Expected to make life mis.
erable on nppwlmu are tight
end Zachary (63, 205),
halfback R:y Soth (511, 189)
and fullback Tony Martin

(510, 200), who last fall helped
Edison become the best run.
ning team in the |2 ague, tackle
Mike Morales (63. 230) and the
linebacking tandem of Jeff
Harris (5-11, 215) and Dale
Walden (5.10, 190).

Junior Mike Montijo (5.11
175) has apparently won the
battle for the quarirbeck sot.
Speedster Kevin White (6.0,
166) I bock a spilt end.

LODI — A dozen returning
lettermen, rmost of them at key
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THE PROTECTORS — Three of Himars ommm inemen
from last year's Southern League championship team wil re-
turn this fal to anchor the trenches. From left Wade Whitson,
Anthony Machado and Allen Baballe seem to be invting de-
fensive lines 1o try anything.

pukthns, are why head coach
Sowers believes his-crew can
match last year's 73 mark, but
the Flame skipper warns it
won't be easy.

Heading the list of returnees
on olfense is quart Lee
Anderson, & muscular 62
205-pounder, who is also the
club's  starting  middle
linebacker. Certainly not your
everyday twoway role.

Lodi should be able to com.
pete with anyone in the
trenches. One of the tackle
spots will be manned by
Sibole (65, 250) while at the
guard spols are two-way star-
ters Todd Fua (60, 205) and
Scott Weber (510, 180). Run-
ning out of the Slat-I formation
is fullback Rick Kauftroath

S1L, 180) i

The defense is headed by
junior secondary aces Walt
Harris (60, 175) and Sean
Hayes (53, 155) both seasoned
with  year of varsity competi

Sen unde: ek bl

TOKAY — Lack of varsity
uwm.u is the biggest prob-
lem facing the Tigers. Only
seven lettermen are back from
last year's 64 squad

e auarterback duties fall
on the shoulders of junior
Perry Manley (57, 140) while
fellow 11th grader Dan Cheadie
-4, 205) mioves in as the start,
ing tight end and defensive

ckle

The Tokay defense should
keep the club close in most
games. Leading the charge are
linebackers Ron Hittle (5-11
180). Rob Stevenson (5-11, 1851
and Jerry Barnhardt (5.1

180)

ST. MARY'S — The Ranis are
still looking for the touch that
made them a Valley Oak
League power for many a year
but Carido. who came 10 the
Stockon school last fall by way
of Los Angeles, has them poin.
ing in the right direction

Yes. I see an improvement

in the club,” said Carido of the
Rams who are 5-15 since being
moved into the SJAA. “The
ers are getting use 10 the
system and there’s a great
group of juniors up 0 go alang
with 13 senior lettermen
Returning starters for the
Rams include r

E

215), fullback Roo Heier (511
185) and cornerback Ed David

is also looking for
production from senior tight
end Doug Camy (63, 201)
junior tailback Bob Garabaldi
(510, 178). junior quarterback
Bill Giffen (511 175) and
Junior linebacker Chris Fannin
0, 200)

FRANKLIN — Bogged by
back-lo-back winless seasons
the Yellowjackets will be
ing to snap the drowsght &
escape the SJAA cellar. At last
report, head coach Gary Woz

ck had only some 30 player:
to choose from

MC Finds Self In Underdog Role

It's hard to believe that a
team that has gone 183 over
the past two seasons can envi
sion itsell as an underdog, but
that's the exact picture Merced
College is painting this year
In a new league and with a
bundle of freshmen, Merced's
nmm:n Don Odishoo, s
nding like a coach of a Na-
Hional Pootbal League expan.
sion rather than one of the
most successful junior college
coaches in the state.

We'll fulfill our schedule
and, f the players develop well
and stay away from injuries,
we should be competitive,” he

said recently. ‘“We're in a very
tough league, but 1 tend to be
optimistic about our chances."

‘The Biue Devils have joined
the division 1 (large schools)
Central Valley Conference, a
new league, after being a do-
minant force in the division Il
ranks over the past years.

majority of the players

are as new to junior college
ball as MC is to division I, with
45 freshmen dotting the
player roster

The Devils haye the presence
of just six returning starters
three each way, from last
year's $1 squad.

With nearly two thirds of the
team being freshmen, it's no
‘wonder the squad will be rely
ing on enthusiasm and inten.
sity. while trying to get past as

yet unrefined execution
‘The execution is not yet

good,"" said Odishoo, whose

Devils open play Sep. 20 hos

ing Napa College. ~But w

just getting through with the

placement of personnel and

we're still experimenting

In fact, Odishoo is still look
ing for starters in many pos
tions, inchuding quarterback
where a four-way battle is
being waged

Sam Zanatto,  sophomore
out of Atwater High School, i
trying to fend off the charge of
a trio of battling freshmen

They're all good athlete
and. actually, there’s not much
difference amang them.
Odishoo.

Whomever is chosen will be
throwing to same formidable
receivers in widemen David
Thompsan and Terry Daniel
both of Merced High. and tight
end Jimmy Heller of Atwater

f Eastman, another MHS
product, has virtually nailed
down the small back position

after a discouraging 1979

said
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Wishes The Team
The Best of
Luck for the

Year to Come!

“THE DOLLAR SAVER STORE”
2200 Crows Landing
Modesto

At fae - Phone 537-4836

CALL 634-9171

+ Anytime, day or night, 7 days & week
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We Hope Every Game's A Winner!
You're a winner every time
you choose one-of Polly Ann's
many fine choices of

Fresh Baked BREADS!
For Variety in school Linches .. try
sandwiches made from difterent kinds
of breads every day!

' and

EDDIE’S DONUTS

120 North Center 634-5415,




