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New server causes
frustration

Recent changes to school technology that were intended to improve the NPHS system have 
some computer-based classes feeling frustrated.

With these changes came a new server, a new filter system called LightSpeed, and adjustments to 
the new student information program, Q.

The school’s official statement is that maintaining the old school server cost too much time and 
too many resources, especially in tech support. According to principal Athol Wong, centralizing 
the server and moving it to the district “was more cost effective and ... more support efficient.” The 
conversion to the new server also provides the school with more space and stability for storing 
computer-based files. “Our server here ... was on the precipice of crashing most days,” said Wong. 

Adopting the LightSpeed filter also made CVUSD eligible for more than 1 million dollars a year 
in federal E-Rate discounts according to Superintendent Jeffrey Baarstad. Installing new filtering 
software was a mandate, not an option for receiving the discount. 

With these benefits come problems and restrictions for programs like journalism, yearbook, 
Digital Arts and Technology Academy and even the school library.

Previously, yearbook and journalism used individual teacher-managed servers that allowed 
students to share information and project files. Under the new system, students and teachers must 
now use special folders under the school-wide student server, making group collaboration more 
difficult.

“We had to get the tech (support) to come in and give permission to each individual account for 
each student so we can have that permission to go on the server, take files, save files, and move files,” 
said John Dichirico, senior and co-editor-in-chief of the Panther Prowler. “We’ve had some students 
be able to do one thing, some students able to access everything, which is great, and then we had the 
students who couldn’t access anything.”

The staff also had complications with the new internet filter, which restricted access to Gmail, the 
Prowler’s main access site for articles. Luckily, this issue was resolved.

“It’s been new for us - we’re still learning and so is the school, so it’s stressful when there’s problems 
and no one’s exactly sure how to fix it,” said Rachel Cross, senior and co-editor-in-chief.

Having taught computer-based classes at NPHS since 1999, yearbook adviser and business and 
computing teacher Ted Warfield is now unable to do simple things like access files, grade online 
projects, and troubleshoot as problems arise. Due to district involvement, he is only able to report 
problems online and wait for them to be fixed, which can sometimes take hours or even days. 

Justin Buchanan and Cassie Stephenson
Prowler Opinion Editor and Features Editor

...(continued on page 2)
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The school honored Will Svitek, class of 2000 alumnus, and his 
achievements on Sept. 28 by retiring his jersey prior to the Royal and 
Newbury Park football game. He continued his football career through 
college and into the professional league, but started here at Newbury Park 
High School. 

“He was part of our power team in the 90’s,” Athol Wong, principle 
said.

While Svitek did not set any state records as often required by other 
schools to retire jerseys, he helped win many games and meets for the 
football, basketball, and the track and field teams. Among these were 
playing in an All-Star Rose Bowl game in 2000 against Florida, being a two 
time National Decathlon Champion, and CIF champion in the shot put in 
1999. He won the titles of Ventura County Sports Hall of Fame, California 
Division II Athlete of the Year as a senior, Ventura County Athlete of the 
Year in 1999-2000, was a three-year letter winner in basketball, and named 
First time All-League and All-County in football and basketball. He then 
continued playing through college and into the NFL joining the Kansas 
City Chiefs and Atlanta Falcons. Due to his achievements, Svitek became 
the first for the school to have his jersey retired on overall performance.

“The coaches started thinking it might not be fair to only let a person get 
the honor of a retired jersey if they set a state record.” Gary Fabricious, head 
varsity football coach, said.

Svitek is a graduate of Stanford University, where he continued his 
athletic career and pursued a degree in political science. During his off time, 
he has taken business courses at Harvard University to be able to take a new 
direction in his career after he retires from football. In high school, he took 
the college prep course, exemplifying that class level does not have to make 
any difference.

“He was a college prep student.  You think you have to be in those AP, 
or honors, or IB classes to get into these places. He was a student who really 
applied himself and did not let (his track) get in the way.” Fabricious said.

Those close to Svitek came to applaud his accomplishments. Old 
teammates, family , and alumni alike came to see Svitek receive his honor.

“It was a lot of fun; like a mini high school reunion. I actually missed 
my ten year high school reunion since I had a football game the next day, so 
it was fun to share a moment with everyone because it was not just about 
me. I think a lot of people had a piece of that puzzle and contributed to 
my success, so I think that night was about everybody. I had a lot of great 
friends, teammates (and other people I admire) share in that.” Svetik said.

Svetik credits the school and the people who came and those who have 
supported him for his success so far.

“I loved (going toNewbury Park). I grew up in the community. It was 
great because the same guys I went to high school with are the same ones I 
grew up with. I played three sports at Newbury Park, so I was really active, 
and I had great teachers, coaches, and classmates. They helped prepare me 
for Stanford; I was even fortunate enough to get a football scholarship there. 
I loved every minute of it, so it was a great place to go to.” Svetik said.

Alumnus high 
school football 
jersey retired

Verne Merrill / With Permission

From then to Now - Will Svitek, NPHS alumnus from the graduating class of 2000, has accomplished 
much in his football career. He started the game at a young age, but it was when he reached high 
school that he truly began to shine. He was chosen as Ventura County Athlete of the Year and 
California Division II Athlete of the Year during his senior year, 1999-2000. Following graduation, 

Svitek spent four years playing for Stanford University. He was recruited by the Kansas City Chiefs in 
2005, and later by the Atlanta Falcons in 2009. He is now a backup left tackile for the Falcons, whose 

score is currently 6-0 making them this year’s only remaining undefeated team in the NFL at this time.

Svitek’s 
path to the NFL

Cassie Stephenson / Prowler
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On the 

Web...

New server causes 
frustration

Food review
Read more about Preston and his 

discovery of the new restaurant in 
Newbury Park.  After reviewing N’Awlinz, 
he discovered a new appreciation for 
Cajun cuisine.  

Courtney Brousseau
Prowler Online Editor

 
This year, the TEDX Youth @Conejo conference will be held in the Performing Arts Center. Speaker auditions will be held on Oct. 30 
and Nov. 1 from 5:30 – 8:30. For more information, visit www.tedxyouthconejo.com.  

(continued from page 1)... “It becomes a problem for student learning,” he said. “We’re 
finishing up the sixth week of school and the network is still not stable. Students log in and 
they don’t have access to resources.”

This change has been equally as difficult for students like Doran DiStefano, a junior who has 
been active in yearbook since her freshman year. As Senior Advertisements Manager, she must 
constantly update information to her staffs’ computers, a task that has been made very difficult 
by the new server’s constraints.

“I planned at the beginning of the year to just have my flash drive and go to my staffs’ 
computers and just constantly update every class, but that would take a lot of my time 
considering I have 600 PDFs I have to file and order,” she said. 

Classes like DATA are encountering other problems caused by the new filter. Web page 
design and computer programming teacher Karen Kikuchi’s students have had trouble finding 
images to use on their web pages due to the new restrictions. “That can be a bit challenging ... 
but they’ve allowed the teachers to be able to (temporarily) set sites to let the kids go to,” she 
said. 

The NPHS library website has also been affected by the filters. Since it was originally created 
on WikiSpaces, it has been blocked by the filters and cannot be accessed from the school.

According to Wong, the school is currently working to alleviate some of these issues and 
expects most of problems to be resolved in about a month. As of October 17th, Baarstad 
announced that “one element of the filtering software on staff computers” will be turned 
off. He hopes that this will temporarily fix some issues until administration and faculty can 
permanently unblock certain adult sites for student use.

“It’s really been kind of a ‘perfect storm’, but it’s in an effort to keep moving forward with the 
limited funds that we have and trying to ultimately make technology more accessible,” Wong 
said. “That’s what we’re hoping for.”

On Oct. 12, club representatives gathered in the quad to sell food 
and drinks and promote their clubs. Club day is held every year as a 
way for clubs to raise money and promote membership.

 
The marching band took first place at the Laguna Hills High 
School Competition last Saturday, Oct. 13. They performed a 
medley with the theme of “Native Rituals”. They left today, Friday, 
Oct. 19, for the Fresno Championships. 

On Friday, October 19, the football field at Panther Stadium will be named George 
Hurley Field in honor of the longtime varsity football coach. The event will take place at 
a special ceremony on the field prior to the football game against St. Bonaventure High 
School.  

“I am so honored to have the field renamed after me. I’m going to accept that honor for 
all the players, coaches and boosters that I have had the privilege of working with,” Hurley 
said. 

Hurley has been involved with the school for the past 40 years, serving as a teacher, coach 
and mentor to his students.  

Throughout his career, he has accomplished much, including six Marmonte league 
championships, four section semifinals, appearances in two California Interscholastic 
Federation final games, a school-record of 130 victories, and a section championship, in 
which he led the Panthers to an undefeated 14-0 season.  

“I think a sign of a good coach is someone who can push you to your limits day in and day 
out, but as an athlete you are still having fun out there,” Ryan Hurley, son, said. 

His most prestigious achievement occurred in 1998 when the NFL honored Hurley 
with the title of High School Coach of the Year, granting him the opportunity to attend 
a professional bowl game in Hawaii. He retired from NPHS in 2003, but his dedication 
brought him back this year as a freshman football coach. 

“My favorite thing about being allowed to coach ... are the relationships that have been 
built with players and especially coaches over the years. You win with a team, athletes and 
coaches,” Hurley said.

Renaming 
panther stadium

On the weekend of Sept. 21, the Rotary Club of Thousand Oaks Sunrise hosted its annual Oktoberfest at the Camarillo Airport. Each 
year, Interact, the high school club version of Rotary, sells large soft pretzels to fundraise for future service projects. Nadia Zivkov, senior, 
is co-president of Interact and said it is “a great community event that we are glad we could take part in again.”

Sara Anderson / Prowler

Alexa Hanson
Prowler Features Editor

News in Brief:

“Dancing with the Star Panthers” is also 
online and on YouTube for anyone who 
wishes to view it.  In addition, the Band 
Package is available online for anyone 
interested.

Star performance 

Oktoberfest

TEDX @ Conejo

Club day

Marching band
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“Yea”: 14 editors agreed 
with the editorial

“Nay”: 0 editors disagreed 
with the editorial

“Impartial”: 1 editor 
had no opinion

How the Editors Voted on 
this editorial:Yea, Nay,Impartial

According to the AP Government textbook, 
students don’t care about politics. But come election 
season, it seems that the youth all cast aside their 
similarities and brazen themselves with suddenly 
strong opinions, the very same that divide the country. 
Bumper stickers, pins, signs, Facebook posts, tweets, 
and above all else, loud and certain voices that claim 
that their views are quite obviously the most pertinent, 
and here’s why... 

It’s enough to make many others turn away in 
blatant disapproval. For every Facebook post about 
such-and-such a candidate, there’s another that claims 
that the political hype is all a farce for students. “It’s 
not like we can vote anyways!” is a common thread 
that connects all of the criticism. And though that is 
quite plainly a valid fact for most students under the 
heading of “minor,” it is not a valid argument for why 
youth shouldn’t care at all. 

People often mistake voting as being the sole action 
of political involvement, when really that is just one 
fundamental aspect. Even if someone is not old enough 
to cast a ballot, they still have a voice -- and there 
are ways to use it other than annoying disinterested 
classmates! Volunteer to help with voter registration, 
work on a political campaign, call or e-mail your 

Entertainment Editors
Liam Brown
Preston Hill

Grace O’Toole

Editorial: 
Students and Politics

While the United States sets the voting age at 18, this issue’s editorial 
questions whether or not students can take an active part in local and 
national politics without the right to vote.

leaders, participate in protest rallies, join a group which 
advocates issues that are important to you, and speak 
up to your leaders, not just out to your peers. 

Yet political activism isn’t the only reason students 
should want to care about politics -- and surprise, 
surprise, it has nothing to do with the number of likes 
they get on a politically charged Facebook status. We 
can all agree that people discover at least a significant 
portion of themselves during their high school years, 
and political opinions are just another fraction of who 
we are as individuals. So regardless of voting eligibility, 
high school students should want to develop their own 
views, think for themselves, and listen to ideas that 
come from people other than their parents. So why are 
some of their peers discouraging that?

Some claim to be annoyed that students are only 
interested in politics because it’s suddenly trendy 
during election season, and though that’s a frustration 
shared by the hipsters whose favorite bands abruptly 
become popular, it shouldn’t be a reason to badmouth 
the students who are just testing out the political 
waters. Everyone has to start somewhere and the 
Prowler editors all agree that the best time to discover 
and form your own opinions are before you need to act 
on them.

It’s common knowledge that in the U.S. one can vote at 
18 years old. But what percentage of the U.S. population 
actually votes? 

299,902,000 Number of people in the 
U.S. in 2008.

74,403,000
Number of people under the 
age of 18 in 2008.

131,144,000
Number of people 
who voted in the 2008 
election.

Nevnit Gill
Prowler Staff Writer

Halloween is a very well cherished holiday 
I’m sure everyone is looking forward to … that 
is, if you don’t go to Newbury. One not-so-
fine day I was browsing through the important 
dates listed on my Newbury Park calendar, only 
to find that midterms land on November first 
and second, the day after Halloween. Before 
you gasp dramatically, I would like to propose 
a  plan: put a bowl in front of your door with 
no candy in it so anyone who comes to your 
house ends up thinking some teenager stole it, 
and then keep the candy your parents bought 
as studying snacks. That works, right? No. I 

can already picture the horrified looks on all 
of your faces after reading that midterms are 
the day after our beloved free-candy day. Just 
thinking of your reaction to the phrase “study-
ing snacks” was almost as amusing. Almost.

Now, who planned such a villainous idea? 
Just because some of us are six feet tall, 4 feet 
wide, and can make our shadow look like a 
bear’s doesn’t mean we can’t trick or treat. I 
find this to be wildly unfair. I am sure whoever 
planned this did not realize the horrible crime 
they have committed and put down “Novem-
ber first and second,” because that is obviously 
just another date in the adult world but … re-
ally? Who wants the doorbell ringing every 

two minutes while they’re last minute study-
ing because of all the procrastination from 
earlier laze-filled months? This was probably 
one of the worst dates to pick for midterms 
because, as embarrassing as it is for you peo-
ple to admit, I’m sure we all do something 
on Halloween; it has been a long loved tra-
dition, whether that involves dressing up like 
fairies or heartlessly abusing people’s houses.

So, what can we do about this sudden 
yet depressingly heart wrenching tragedy? 
I would suggest you don’t pass out candy 
at all, as mean as it is. Or you could be that 
house that gives out those corny Halloween 
pretzels that are shaped like somewhat oddly 

A farewell to Halloween
scary figures, so you make all the kids hate 
you and not want to go to your house any-
more. A smarter idea could possibly be put-
ting a bowl by the front door with an “only 
take one” sign (only take one “bowl,” heh), 
and whoever takes all the candy first gets to 
keep it– which could very possibly be you. 

Aside from these miniscule solutions that 
probably won’t work, I have no suggestions 
on how to solve this. It was just as surprising 
to me as it was to you, and I guess if you’re 
really worried about your midterm scores, 
skipping Halloween and studying might be 
the better idea, as horrible as it sounds to put 
your ninja costume away for another year.

58.3
Percent of voting-age eli-
gible people who voted in 
the 2008 election. -U.S. Census Bureau

94,355,000
Number of voting-age 
eligible people who did not 
vote in the 2008 election.

Justin Buchanan/ Prowler



IMPROVE from the year prior, even if that 
improvement is only one point.  That is a 
very reasonable expectation for anyone to 
be able to meet. The writer complains that 
she had math first term and forgot what she 
learned.  The reality is, while that may be 
true for her individually, there is virtually 
no difference between scores of students 
who have math in the fall and those who 
have math in the spring when one looks at 
them as a group.  That’s a convenient excuse, 
but the stats don’t support it being anything 
beyond an incorrect assumption.  Last, off 
campus passes are not an entitlement; they 
must be earned.  Students who are late 
coming back to campus or who allow their 
grades or attendance to falter also LOSE off 
campus passes after they are issued.  It’s too 
bad there wasn’t a news story that was more 
factual to balance what seems to have been 
one disappointed student’s biased view.

Again, though, congratulations on your 
first issue!

Athol Wong

Word 
problems: 
Who needs 
‘em?
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I’m sure all of you have experienced the wrath of the 
wild mongrels known as “mathematic word problems” 
plenty of times before in your life. Now “why is this 
weirdo complaining about word problems?” you may ask. 
Actually, my argument is that these demons are supposed 
to help you in real life when, in fact, they don’t. 

I would just like to kindly mention to some textbook 
companies *coughGlencoecough* that calculating when 
two trains meet will not in any way help you … that is, 
unless you are an assassin that would like to jump from 
one train to the other, but let’s not get too fancy, shall we? 
Who really needs to know how many oranges John stole 
from Joe? If John really stole your oranges, I’m sure you 
could sue him or be creative with the punishment; maybe 
even keep him in jail for three whole days. 

But really, why do these textbook companies put such 
pointless word problems into books used in some classes, 
even some which are supposed to be of high difficulty? If 
anyone agrees, please come with me to throw their tea into 
the harbor. 

It just amazes me that these heartless monsters can 
persuade our own teachers into assigning us five hundred 
problems dealing with oranges, cupcakes, and ponies 
being stolen by some notorious nerd-thief who I shall now 
make my best friend. 

I would really love to run into the company’s offices and 
quickly yell “FOOLS!” then make my fabulous escape. If 
these idiotic questions apply to real life, Swiper the Fox 
should be at my door any minute now, and a train going 
at the speed of approximately 72 miles per hour should 
pass Agent 99 in about two minutes. Oh, how interesting 
would that be. 

Normal everyday adults ALWAYS need to find out 
how old Sandy is, and how much taller Barbara is now 
compared to the sixth grade. But really, why is this so 
important to learn? Are normal algebraic equations not 
enough? 

A real real world problem would be figuring out who 
to mooch off of when you forgot your beloved lunch. Or 
possibly deciding which out of state university to escape 
to, hmm seniors? Maybe even trying to fish out that long 
lost dollar you just fed to the cursed vending machine by 
desperately slamming at its 
buttons (which won’t 
work, trust me). 

To conclude my 
hopelessly odd 
rant, I would like 
to say this: if three 
ocean bunnies ate 
the caterpillar, how 
many dinosaurs peel 
the banana? Please 
show your work, 
the answer is on 
page forty-two.

Nevnit Gill
Prowler Staff Writer

Dana Foley
Prowler Staff Writer

Web extra: You can follow us on Twitter (@NPHSProwler), and don’t forget to “like” us on Facebook for updates. 

Dear Prowler staff,
Congratulations to you all on a 

wonderful first edition.  I especially 
appreciated the dress code editorial that, 
at least from my view, was so sensible in 
its position.  I really appreciate that you 
took the time to cover stories from the 
community that affect our students, like the 
closing of the Athletic Club and the story 
about the arrest of the “creepy” guy hanging 
around the area.  I also really enjoyed the 
in-depth piece on non-traditional families, 
and the story about the football team’s new 
energy.

I do have two points of information to 
offer; whether you choose to follow up or 
not is up to you.

The first is Liam Brown’s complaint 
about homecoming being so early.   I 
would like to point out that the football 
schedule determines the available choices 
for Homecoming.  This year (due to the 
fact that we ended up being placed against 
our will in a league with 10 teams for 

football that were subsequently divided 
into 2 divisions), we have only 5 home 
games.  Two of them were in August, and 
one was the first week of September! After 
tonight’s game, there is only one additional 
home game – against St. Bonaventure – 
on October 19.  Because we hope to be 
naming the stadium field that night, as well 
as honoring our seniors (per tradition), 
there just was no practical way to combine 
all of that with Homecoming in the same 
evening.

The other point I’d like to make concerns 
the editorial about OPCs, which leaves out 
significant information.  Did you realize, 
for example, that the policy for qualifying 
for an OCP the first quarter hasn’t changed 
for the past three years?  Also, the writer 
inaccurately reported that a student must 
score in the proficient range or higher to 
qualify for an OCP.  That is not the case.  
Students are asked to score in the proficient 
range or higher (which about 70% of 
our students do EVERY YEAR) OR to 

Letter to the Editor

In the September 28 issue, on page one, 
Anita Agopyan-Miu’s name was misspelled. 

Also, on page ten, Helene Graner’s name 
was misspelled and the correct spelling is 
Helene Grauer.

On page four, the word “priveleges” was 
misspelled. 

On page eight, Mr. Mulligan is actuallly a 
Math Analysis, not an Algebra 2 teacher.

On page 11, Austin Demaille name was 
misspelled and is Austin de Maille. 

On page two, the word “athletic” was 
misspelled.  

The Prowler deeply regrets and apologizes for any errors. Email         
errors we missed to prowler.newspaper@gmail.com

I roll over “More” and click on “AP 
Central”?), and the stark contrast of 
colorful yet twee little bean people 
animations for their SAT section and 
a boring, white-against-beige color 
scheme for their AP section. (I can 
see the Board’s reasoning behind this 
-- “Let’s make learning fun!” -- but 
please, College Board, please consider 
the disastrous results of generations 
before you that have attempted to make 
learning fun.) The ACT’s website is a 
little better laid out -- not too crowded 
and very organized, and -- gasp -- it 
actually mentions the SAT! Unlike 
the College Board’s site, which seems 
to consider any acknowledgment of 
competitors unholy (a search for “ACT 
test”, in quotes, returns only about 
1,000 results, none of which mention 
the ACT at all), the ACT website has a 
handy-dandy comparison chart for SAT 
vs. ACT scores. Thanks, ACT.  

 The main point out of all this is that 
while I don’t want the College Board to 
go away forever, I would love to see its 
influence decline just a liiiitle bit. All 
three organizations should seriously 
consider the profits vs. status debacle, 
but this is for you, College Board. You 
mean well, but stop trying to do so 
much. You’ve cornered the market on 
standardized testing, which is a great 
achievement for now, right? (And stop 
it with the bean people -- now you’re 
just trying too hard.) 

Quick – name a popular standardized 
test used by colleges and universities 
nationwide! 

 If you’re like most people, your 
first answer will be “can you repeat the 
question?”, after which your answer will 
most likely be “The SAT, of course!” 
Great answer, easily-confused yet overly- 
enthusiastic volunteer. But do you know 
why you said that particular answer? 
Could it be … the College Board? 

 Well, maybe. The College Board, 
the organization behind a triumvirate 
(SAT word!) of standardized college 
preparation tests, including the SAT, 
the Advanced Placement (AP) program, 
and the Preliminary SAT (PSAT) is the 
standard for standardized testing across 
the nation, but has anybody ever thrown 
a bone to their main competitor, the 
ACT? Didn’t think so. In fact, I’m 
beginning to dislike the little monopoly 
the College Board has over the testing 
industry. Let’s take a look at a few 
reasons why. 

 According to recent data, College 
Board CEO Gaston Caperton (whose 
name reminds me of an evil movie 
villain) earns about $872,000, and 
the entire company’s profit comes 
out to about $5.3 million -- all this 
despite the fact that the College Board 
maintains its status as a not-for-profit 
organization. This statistic comes to us 

courtesy of Americans for Educational 
Testing Reform, a group taking aim at 
the “Big Three” testing organizations -- 
the Educational Testing Service (ETS), 
the College Board, and ACT, Inc., the 
maker of the ACT -- and demanding 
that their non-profit status be revoked. 
I’m not hoping for this, but I do think it 
is unfortunate that the CEO is earning 
huge profits while charging exorbitant 
rates for SAT prep materials and the 
test itself, putting less economically 
prosperous families at risk. 

 That’s the main reason, but here’s a 
few more nit-picky things -- why must 
the College Board seem like that they’re 
the best standardized test company out 
there? The College Board is located in 
New York, where everything Prestigious 
And Important is located, while ACT, 
Inc. is located in Iowa. The College 
Board gets the skyscraper office, fancy 
champagne, $50,000-a-plate charity 
dinners, while the ACT gets all the 
hydrant-flushing it can handle (sounds 
like fun) and that quintessential “Wait, 
Iowa?” reaction that comes with a 
national organization not being located 
in a major city. Poor ACT -- why can’t 
you be more like your big brother? 

 The College Board’s website is 
also pretty irritating, a vast, sprawling 
landscape of multiple links to the same 
page (hmmm, if I want to get to the AP 
page, do I click on “AP” in the center, 
the “AP” link on their menu bar, or do 

A test for the College Board
Liam Brown
Prowler Copy Editor

It’s that time of year again, the time to 
pull out the money we don’t have from 
our pockets and wait for something we 
already own. I think we’ve all guessed it. 
The iPhone. It’s 2012 now, and Apple has 
just come out with their sixth edition to 
the iPhone collection (anyone remember 
the 4S?), the iPhone 5.  

Now that it has been officially released 
everyone has  one, or at least the cool 
people. But what makes an iPhone 5 so 
much better than the iPhone 4? Or even 
the iPhone 3? Sure, the five has got plenty 
of new bells and whistles but there is not 
much of a major difference between the 
two.  Has anyone shown Apple a stop 
sign or do I have to?

I’ve learned to realize people like to 

keep up to date on things, but I believe 
there are points where it can get far out 
of hand; for instance the whole camping 
thing. 

When I think of camping, I think of 
family and friends gathering together in 
some forest and roasting marshmallows, 
not lonely people who still live with their 
parents sleeping outside of an Apple 
store. And what is there to be so excited 
about? 

At this point it seems Apple is just 
running out of ideas and throwing in 
something random and hoping it’ll please 
us. If you were to show me, or anyone, 
your new iPhone 5 without telling me it 
was new, we’d all just assume it was still 
the iPhone 4 or 4S. But then once you 
announced that It is new, we’d all of a 
sudden see it as the coolest thing ever. It’s 

lighter, skinnier, yeah! Not even close. 
Sure, it may be skinnier, but does that 
really matter to anyone? All they want is 
to be up to date, in style and hip.

So maybe one day we’ll be smart 
enough to stop buying, or we’ll just be 
holding our translucent triangle shaped 
iPhone 10s in our hands and no one will 
even question the idiotic look it brings to 
whoever owns it. 

In fact, it’ll probably look like the 
most awesome thing ever and anyone 
with a regular phone will be frowned 
upon, when in reality they deserve a big 
giant gold star for being the only sane 
ones left.

 You may be asking yourself will my 
life be better and will I be more popular 
if I upgrade? The choice is yours, but as 
for me I’ll stick to my trusty iPhone 4.

iPhone or iClone: iPhone 5 does not change
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The mysterious identity of the NPHS 
Panther mascot commonly seen at sporting 
events and school time rallies has always been a 
closely guarded secret. What many people may 
not realize is that there is actually a student 
inside the Panther--but the only thing that can 
be revealed is that yes, they are a student, and 
yes, you probably know them. 

“The magic is in the mystery,” they said. “It 
would take away some of the fun when people 
know who I am.” Although only a select few 
on campus know the person inside the suit, 
everybody has seen the Panther before.

Prowler da Panther (and yes, ‘Prowler’ is 
actually the mascot’s name, not just ‘Panther’) 
goes to all the football games as well as other 
sports games and matches throughout the 
year. 

The large space available for dancing and 
cheering on the football field is a luxury not 
provided by any other sport, creating a slight 
problem for the Panther’s antics. However, 
sometimes Prowler will go to matches and stay 
in the Panther Pit. 

One of the biggest games that the Panther 
went to last year was the baseball CIF 
championships at Dodger’s Stadium. It was 
also the Panther’s first appearance at a baseball 
game.

   Our current Panther has been rocking the 

suit for two years now. Although it belongs 
to the school, they can take it home for 
convenience. Some interesting facts about the 
suit itself include the fact that there is actually 
a fan in the head. The suit becomes extremely 
hot, according to our mystery guest, and they 
add that “the biggest shock to people is yes, 
there is a fan… it works 90% of the time.” 
Also, the mouth is where the Panther sees out 
of, not the eyes.

Reactions to the mascot vary greatly. 
“I’ve had some pretty positive feedback,” 
they commented. Kids will either “absolutely 
love me or be absolutely terrified of me,” 
they laughed. The same apparently goes for 
students. Some go along with the Panther’s 
mimicry and dancing while others will “be 
terrified… mostly girls.” 

When asked about her opinion of the 
Panther, junior Ivey Mellem said, “I think it’s 
cool that they go to games … they give the 
kids high-fives, it’s really cute!” Mellem added 
that the Panther also gives a feeling of “team 
spirit” at games. Prowler da Panther even 
interacts with other schools’ mascots during 
the halftime shows at games, usually engaging 
in dance battles.

   “I wouldn’t have guessed [they] were the 
Panther until [they] said so,” Mellem said. 
On actually being the Panther, the mystery 
student said, “It’s a lot of fun because I can do 
spontaneous stuff. No one knows it’s me so I 
can do whatever I want.”

an inside look at

Although many students are unaware of what the Digital 
Arts and Technology Academy program at the school has 
to offer,  this academic course consists of students who wish 
to work in a smaller environment to gain certain advantages 
that are not available to the majority of the school. 

The program is geared for students who may be trying to 
pursue careers in technology, and because DATA works in 
unison with the California Partnership Academy, it receives 
fundraising grants from the state.  

Some of the advantages that the students receive are career 
connections, tutoring services, as well as field trip activities. 
These opportunities are accompanied by the fact that the 
students get to listen to guest speakers, as well as have mentors 
and internships.

The president of the program, Bradley Shiney, senior, feels 
that the curriculum studied in the program gives credence to 
the idea that the students will be able to achieve successful 
careers in technology.

 “Two of the biggest contributions to being in DATA are 
that we are able to learn web page design, as well as computer 
programming,” he said. He went on to discuss that the 
program is not something to be taken lightly, or a program 
that people can get into easily.  “Because the program is not 

offered in ninth grade, the students who become a part of the 
program has to either be recommended by teachers, or go 
through an application process.” 

Sean Salcido, senior and a delegate of the DATA program, 

joined DATA in order to study in a smaller environment, but 
says that the camaraderie that is built between the teachers 
and students is what he enjoys most.  “The family aspect of the 
program is extremely enjoyable, and the fact that most students 
get along with each other further enhances the benefit of being 
in a tight-knit environment.” 

Although many students may drop out of the DATA 
program after a year or two because they did not enjoy a 
certain aspect of it, Seth Hedlund, who now goes to Moorpark 
College, is a graduate of the DATA program, and discussed 
how the rigor of the program kept him on track in school in 
ways that may not have been possible without the structure of 
DATA. 

“During my freshman year at the school, I felt somewhat 
distant and uninvolved with my academics because I didn’t care.  
However once I joined the DATA program my sophomore 

year, I immediately felt a sense of urgency and accountability 
associated with my grades that was not present the previous 
year.”

 He also expressed the fact that although DATA may not 
be for everyone, the program is reliable and is something that 
he feels all students can benefit from. “I’m sure that there are 
a bunch of students out there that feel like DATA couldn’t 
help them with school, but I encourage any student wishing 
to have a more diversified curriculum and smaller class size to 
become involved.”

Spreading Spirit - Prowler da Panther 
has been boosting moral at games, 
rallies and other school events since 
2011. Their antics include mimicing 
students, dancing, high-fiving fans, 
and cheering with the cheer team. 
Since the Panther’s introduction, their 
identity has been a closely guarded 
secret. It is likely to remain this way 
for the rest of their career at NPHS. 

Prowl
On the

“I’m sure that there are a 
bunch of students out there 
that   feel  like DATA couldn’t 
help them with school, but 
I encourage any student 
wishing to have a more  
diversified curriculum and 
smaller class size to become 
involved.”

The Panther / With Permission
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The NPHS mascot, Prowler da Panther, boosts spirit throughout the school.



                          “I hate 
politics. All we need is 
someone with common 
sense. That’s why, if I 
could vote, I’d vote for my 
dad.” -Michael Marinelli, 
sophomore
“Politics are 
almost as 
dumb as 
cinnamon 
apple 
sauce.”
-Reamonn 
Ryan

“I feel that same sex marriage 
should be a right for everyone. 
Government should never have a 
say in who people can  
marry.” -Grace Pratt,  
freshman

The upcoming election has spurred numerous debates and political 
conversations on campus. While some students feel no connection to 
politics, others take a strong political stance and do whatever they can to 
help their political party succeed. This is true of many democratic students 
on campus who, although not old enough to vote, still support Obama’s 
campaign. 

Mark Mundy, senior, is doing his part by hosting a phone bank to ensure 
that people are registered to vote, specifically for Obama. “I like that 
Obama is pro-gay rights,” Mundy said. “I also think that his ideas to help 
the middle class and expand out from there are beneficial.” Shelby Corley, 
junior, also recently participated in a phone bank held by the organization 
“Organizing for America”. She was responsible for calling 50 people from 
swing states to find out who they were voting for and to discuss their 
political views. As for Shelby, her beliefs are synonymous with Obama’s. 
“I like that he supports marriage equality,” Said Corley. “I also like that he 
supports women and their right to take care of their own bodies.” 

Nick Ratekin, another senior, is working with the Obama for America 
campaign as well as going to phone banks. He takes a strong democratic 
stance when it comes to economics. “I really like Obama because of 
his health care policy to try to provide a health care opportunity to all 
Americans,” Ratekin said, “I also like the fact that he is not just depending 
on the 1% or the rich elite of the country, he is actually working for the 
middle class.”

Many people are attracted to Obama’s campaign because of his goals 
for the middle and lower class populations in our country. “I believe 
that the upper class should pay more taxes than the middle and lower 
classes,” said Corley. “It is simply not fair that the middle class should 
have a higher tax rate than the upper class.” According to Corley, the 
unemployment rate is the lowest it has been in four years at 7.8%. 
Supporters of President Obama believe that he will work towards an 
even lower unemployment rate and provide good opportunities for 
the lower classes in America.

Ratekin’s father, son of a hispanic immigrant, has greatly influenced 
his political beliefs. Ratekin says that his father has the “American 
dream” perspective. “He knows what it is like to try and earn your 
way in this country because he has seen it first hand in his own life,” 
Ratekin said. “Obama is doing what he can to protect that dream.” 

In the Middle

During any election, especially within the very last weeks 
leading up to the last Presidential election before most students are legally 

old enough to vote, the never ending slander thrown at you from both fronts 
can be overwhelming. Flip through any set of given news channels, and one is 

guaranteed to stumble upon a group of people arguing their preferred candidate. 
Romney! Obama! What if I like both? I like neither! It can make one’s head spin. The 

constant war between who is right and who is wrong, is in fact so jaded, that sometimes it 
seems like it’s easier to just ignore it all.

“Sometimes I agree and sometimes I don’t”, said Joy Begg, junior. Begg’s parents are both 
Republicans, and from an early age, she was brought up with conservative values. However, as 

she grew older, Begg realized that she didn’t agree with certain issues fundamental to the right 
wing platform. 

One of the most controversial topics covered in the campaigns is same-sex marriage. Begg is in 
favor of it, but she believes that getting the previous generation to come to terms with her belief 
is a challenge. “Gay marriage and stuff like that is alien to them because it’s what they’ve been 
taught their whole lives”, Begg said. “So now that people actually believe in it, they feel that they 

have to fight against them because that’s …what they feel is right.”
Begg said that she feels she is torn between the different policies of Obama and Romney, and 
that she does not understand how people can vote for a candidate based solely off of their 
party. “My parents don’t agree with Mitt Romney, but they’re voting for him because he’s a 

Republican and it’s their party.”
If she were able to vote today, Begg said she’d pass. “There’s not really an in between, [so] 

I can’t vote for exactly what I want.”
For Sydney Fraser, junior, it isn’t that she is apathetic toward the idea of voting, but 

that she feels with the pressure to get more votes, neither candidate is focusing on 
issues that really matter. “Romney attacks his opponent while Obama tries to 

defend his own issues.”
By being overly concerned with winning, the honesty of both candidates 

is compromised, said Victoria Hufschmidt, sophomore. “I hate 
the fact that they twist the words,” Hufschmidt said.
Said Fraser, “There’s too much rivalry and it gives me a 

headache. All their words are meaningless.”Melody Forsell
Prowler Staff Writer

Cassie Stephenson / Prowler
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Politics aren’t just for voters! 
Students stay politically active 
despite being unable to vote

Alex Paun
Prowler Staff Writer



“Each 
President’s 

view on 
abortion; you 

shouldn’t have 
abortions, you 
shouldn’t kill 

babies.”Noah 
Hudgins, 

sophomore

“Gay rights because I 
believe every human 

deserves basic rights.”
-Kelly Stencel, sophomore

“Health care because most countries 
have universal health care, and we don’t. 
Obamacare requires everyone to have 
health care. Most cannot afford it. It took 
away some benefits people already had 
that they can’t afford with that plan.”  

Hanna Richkind, freshman

“I feel that same sex marriage 
should be a right for everyone. 
Government should never have a 
say in who people can  
marry.” -Grace Pratt,  
freshman
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At the end of a four year term, everyone rushes to evaluate the President’s 
performance. In fact one of Republican nominee Mitt Romney’s biggest 
points he has brought up throughout his campaign is whether or not the 
nation is better off than it was four years ago. For certain students on 
campus, America is far from better.

“People just don’t like to pay five dollars for gas,” Grace Liao, junior 
said.

Liao maintains that America was in a better, altogether happier 
place before the recession. She believes that if elected, Romney will get 
the country back on track. “He started his own company, so he knows 
firsthand what it’s like to build it up… and he knows how to make things 
successful.” 

Romney will reduce government handouts bringing up the deficit, said 
Emma Fife, junior. “Most of the people who are receiving handouts are 
leeching off of the government rather than getting a job because you get 
the same amount of money [working that one gets on welfare].”

Another issue the Republican Party plans to confront is abortion. 
Simply put, Arianna Smith, senior said, “It’s killing the baby.” Smith 
said her view is rooted in her religious background. “That’s …why I’m a 
Republican.”

Of Paul Ryan’s legislation to put a cap on taxpayer-funded birth 
control centers, such as Planned Parenthood, Smith said, “I think 
[abortion] lets teenagers not care and think ‘I can just [get an abortion] 
and no one has to know.’”

Fife said she believes teens should abstain from sex until marriage, 
as not to end up pregnant in the first place. “You don’t want to be in a 
relationship based on sex. No matter what you do, at that point you’re 
going to be emotionally attached [to your partner].”

Prehaps the most controversial issue the Republicans are up against 
is same sex marriage. From a religious standpoint, the Republican 
platform does not support the right of two people of the same sex to 
marry. “I am a Christian and I believe marriage should be between a 
man and a woman,” Liao said.

Fife said she thinks it is ignorant that Republicans get a bad rap for 
not supporting gay marriage. “I’m not gonna go, ‘you’re a bad person’, 
I just think it’s wrong.”

With a month left to the election, Liao said, “We’ve already seen 
Obama for four years, let’s see what Romney can do.”

In the Middle

During any election, especially within the very last weeks 
leading up to the last Presidential election before most students are legally 

old enough to vote, the never ending slander thrown at you from both fronts 
can be overwhelming. Flip through any set of given news channels, and one is 

guaranteed to stumble upon a group of people arguing their preferred candidate. 
Romney! Obama! What if I like both? I like neither! It can make one’s head spin. The 

constant war between who is right and who is wrong, is in fact so jaded, that sometimes it 
seems like it’s easier to just ignore it all.

“Sometimes I agree and sometimes I don’t”, said Joy Begg, junior. Begg’s parents are both 
Republicans, and from an early age, she was brought up with conservative values. However, as 

she grew older, Begg realized that she didn’t agree with certain issues fundamental to the right 
wing platform. 

One of the most controversial topics covered in the campaigns is same-sex marriage. Begg is in 
favor of it, but she believes that getting the previous generation to come to terms with her belief 
is a challenge. “Gay marriage and stuff like that is alien to them because it’s what they’ve been 
taught their whole lives”, Begg said. “So now that people actually believe in it, they feel that they 

have to fight against them because that’s …what they feel is right.”
Begg said that she feels she is torn between the different policies of Obama and Romney, and 
that she does not understand how people can vote for a candidate based solely off of their 
party. “My parents don’t agree with Mitt Romney, but they’re voting for him because he’s a 

Republican and it’s their party.”
If she were able to vote today, Begg said she’d pass. “There’s not really an in between, [so] 

I can’t vote for exactly what I want.”
For Sydney Fraser, junior, it isn’t that she is apathetic toward the idea of voting, but 

that she feels with the pressure to get more votes, neither candidate is focusing on 
issues that really matter. “Romney attacks his opponent while Obama tries to 

defend his own issues.”
By being overly concerned with winning, the honesty of both candidates 

is compromised, said Victoria Hufschmidt, sophomore. “I hate 
the fact that they twist the words,” Hufschmidt said.
Said Fraser, “There’s too much rivalry and it gives me a 

headache. All their words are meaningless.” Alex Paun
Prowler Staff Writer

Cassie
 Stephenson / P

rowler
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Politics aren’t just for voters! 
Students stay politically active 
despite being unable to vote

Alex Paun
Prowler Staff Writer
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Student TeacherVSKimberly PapenhausenClaire Therriault
Claire Therriault, freshman, and Kimberly 

Papenhausen, English, test their trivia skills.

Sara Andersen/ Prowler

What is the fifth layer of the 
atmosphere?

Papenhausen: Stockholm
Therriault: Stockholm

Papenhausen: Red, yellow, blue
Therriault: Red, yellow, blue

What are the three primary colors?

Papenhausen: Phillip Phillips
Therriault: Matt Jones

Who won American Idol last season?

Who invented Pencillin?

Papenhausen: John Adams
Therriault: John Adams

Who was the second U.S. President?

Who was the second person to 
walk on the moon?

Dana Foley         
Prowler Staff Writer

Final Score: 

The point goes to Therriault! Who’s Matt 
Jones anyway, Papenhausen?

Correct! I’m glad you got that one, or else 
I would have to send you both back to 
kindergarten.

Papenhausen: stratosphere?
Therriault: thermosphere

Paupenhausen: Buzz Aldrin
Therriault: Buzz.. ?

Ouch! The correct answer is Alexander 
Fleming. Looks like no one gets a point.

So close yet so far guys. The answer is 
Exosphere. You’re just lucky you’re not a 
Science teacher Paupenhausen!

Gold star for both of you, John Adams was in 
fact the second U.S. President.

What is the capital of Sweden?

Correct! Both of you get it. Or as they 
would say it in Sweden, korrigera!

Papenhausen: Louis Pasteur
Therriault: Thomas Edison?

So close Therriault! Palpenhausen get’s 
the point.

8What breed of cat is known for 
being hairless?

Paupenhausen: Sphinx
Therriault: Sphinx

Perfect! You’re both right. Looks like 
with a tie of four to four, no one wins. 
Well played though guys, I must say.

Nevnit Gill
Prowler Staff Writer

Teachers appreciate the expertise of 
Suzanne Mathison, who has made quite an 
impact on Newbury Park High School’s fast-
paced learning even though she is a substitute 
technician. Some students may have noticed 
her correcting many PC problems during 
class. “I basically get here at seven a.m. and 
hit the ground running and I don’t stop until 
I go home,” Mathison said. “I don’t get breaks 
… there are so many different teachers and 
different departments that need different 
things.”

Mathison spends eight hours straight 
working on computers around the school, 
because she is the only person who is 
responsible for tending to all these technical 
difficulties. Mathison is the one with 
administrative privileges; teachers cannot 
change anything even if they knew how. If 
anything goes wrong that she is unable to fix, 
there is a support system ready to help her take 
care of it. With twelve years of experience with 
Conejo Valley Union School District, she has 
plenty of knowledge to help her solve problems 
with the new server that she described as “a lot 
more secure.” “Fewer computers have been 

It’s a tie!

infected with viruses, which is good on the 
technological side but there are still plenty of 
headaches involved,” she stated.

Mathison also described computer 

permissions and student email access as being 
problematic, such as the inability to access 
certain websites such as Hotmail, Wikipedia 
and YouTube. She explains how some tasks 

are more difficult and time consuming, “All of 
the [computer] labs – just getting them set up, 
along with the groups and the shares, and all 
the programs they need to use …” she added. 
“The hard drives are also full … things come in 
spurts with computers.” 

Mathison is not the only one who has 
noticed computer problems. Sue Heraper, the 
librarian, praised her for her help, “she really 
helped us understand how to use the filter.” 
Heraper acclaimed to how Mathison “helps to 
bring the stress down,” as they have her to help 
with any computer problems. The librarian 
also mentioned how responsive Mathison 
was during tough technological times in the 
library. Janet Connor, head of the English 
Department agrees with the responsiveness 
evident in Mathison, “As soon as I put in the 
request, she was here; it was immediate … 
that’s what we’ve loved about her.” Connor 
also claimed Mathison’s expertise is “perfect.” 
She added, “We like her, we want her to 
stay.” Ted Warfield was not comfortable with 
commenting.

“I really love Newbury … it’s got a great 
vibe, it’s got a nice feel, and the teachers are 
really easy to work with,” Mathison concluded, 
”and of course the students are lovely.”

Technician on Campus - Suzanne Mathison uses her skills, as the school’s substitute 
technician, to solve a server-related problem on  campus. 

Sara Andersen / Prowler

Suzanne Mathison shows off her expertise
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High school bands 
encompass wide 
variety of genres

Character Selected Drain the Atlantic!

On October 13, 2012, many 
gathered to watch the event of 
Dancing with the Star Panthers. 
Originally set up as a fundraiser for 
the school’s dance team, the event 
has now become a tradition. The 
event is set to mimic the reality show 
“Dancing with the Stars” on ABC. 
It consisted of several dance team 
members paired up with a student 
or teacher and worked on a dance to 
perform in front of a live audience in 
the gym.

A panel of judges provided feedback 
at the end of every performance and this 
year’s panel included Channing Cook, 
who was a contestant in the show “So 
You Think You Can Dance”. The stars 
and their partners had a short period of 
time to work on impressing the judges, 
with about two weeks to work on their 
dances.

“Basically we had six hours with our 
dance partner and we were given a style 
of dance to choreograph a piece,” said 
Sabrina Parker, sophomore. Parker was 
paired with Jake Pace, junior, and the 
two were the winners of the event. “It 

Kelly and the Jo’s

Folk-rock band Kelly and the Jo’s was formed 
by juniors Sean Williamson and Kaden Burdick, 
and senior Ian Roesch four to five months ago 
over Facebook. Williamson, guitarist and vocalist, 
Roesch, bassist, and Burdick, guitarist and vocalist 
practice two times a week and write their own songs 
about girls and love. Their musical inspirations 
include Mumford and Sons, the Avett Brothers and 
Fleet Foxes. Kelly and the Jo’s have a harmonious 
musical relationship and hope to extend their 
musical endeavors past high school.

For seniors Dylan Tajom and Ryan Dougherty, music is their life. The 
two met at Sequoia Middle School through a mutual friend and have been 
freestyling together ever since. Tajom and Dougherty are most influeneced 
by underground hip- hop as well classic rock. The band likes to bring new 
life to old songs by rapping over classic tracks. Their ultimate goal is to go 
mainstream while staying true to their roots.

Event continues what last year’s surprise hit started
Victoria Koi
Prowler Business Manager

Drain the Atlantic, self-proclaimed “post hard core/medal hard core hybrid” band, has undergone 
several changes in the past few months. The band was started two and a half years ago by Ryan 
Alahakoon and Matt Hardy, seniors, under the name of Cruxin. Since then they have developed 
a new style, chosen a new name, and added two new members, Chase Courtney and Stephen 
Monzon, juniors. All four boys are passionate about their music and use their original songs as 
an opportunity to vent. They take hours out of each week to practice and discuss the direction of 
the band. In this way they have formed strong group chemistry. Drain the Atlantic is excited to be 
preforming at Rock Nation at 8:15 on Oct. 26. Tickets are $4 a piece.

Alex Paun and Sam Mayer
Prowler DPS Editor and Staff Writer

Alex Paun and Sam Mayer
Prowler DPS Editor and Staff Writer

Justine Sizemore
Prowler News Editor

Practice makes perfect - From left to right: Stephen Monzon, junior, Ryan Alahakoon, Matt 
Hardy, seniors, and Chase Courtney, junior, practice their music at Hardy’s home.

Rocking and rapping - Dylan Tajom and Ryan Dougherty, seniors, make up 
rap-rock hybrid Character Selected. 

A group effort - (Left) the members of Kelly and the 
Jo’s: Kaden Burdick and Sean Williamson, juniors, 
and Ian Roesch, senior. (Right) the band collaborate 
on their music.

Ryan Alahakoon / With Permission

Sara Anderson / Prowler

Alex Paun / Prowler

Sean Williamson / With Permission

Web extra: For in-depth biographies of Character Selected, Drain the Atlantic! and Kelly and the Jo’s, and to get a taste of their music, visit pantherprowler.org. 

Web extra: For performance 
videos from the event, visit 
pantherprowler.org. 

Dance the night away - Mark Mundy 
and Jaclyn Lee, seniors, show off their 
skills at Dancing with the Star Panthers.

makes the stars appreciate dance even 
more,” she said. “[They] find talents they 
didn’t even know they have.”

The experience let the contestants 
bond and get to know each other more. 
“Each practice we learned more and 
more of the routine and it was really 
exciting to see the whole thing come 
together,” said Rachel McCloskey, senior, 
who was partnered with Daniel Lacey, 
senior, and the senior class president. 
“When we walked to our spots and 
heard people cheering for us it was an 
amazing feeling.”
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Liam’s Review Corner

Student Voices:   

If only every movie could be this perfect.
In the past few years,  Ben Affleck has carved 

out a niche for himself as a director, with two 
films (2007’s “Gone Baby Gone” and 2010’s “The 
Town”) to his credit, both earning critical acclaim. 
“Argo” marks his third turn in the director’s chair. 
The movie, which is based on a true story that 
was turned into an article in Wired Magazine, 
recounts a side of the 1970’s Iran hostage crisis the 
general public didn’t know about. Six American 
ambassadors to Iran escaped captivity and hid out 
in the Canadian ambassador’s house, but the story 
behind their departure from Iran forms the bulk of 
this movie. Affleck stars as Tony Mendez (although 
you wouldn’t know it from all the facial hair), a 
CIA (Central Intelligence Agency) “exfiltration” 
specialist tasked to create a cover story for the 
hostages. He dreams up a science fiction adventure film (“Argo”) 
and poses the diplomats as the film crew, 
looking for an “exotic” location to 
shoot. After some disbelief and 
rejection from his colleagues, 
he miraculously gets the go-
ahead, and the caper begins. 
Bryan Cranston (TV’s 
“Breaking Bad”) also stars 
as Mendez’s supervisor, 
along with John Goodman 
and Alan Arkin as the make-
up artist and the producer of 
the fake film, respectively.

“Argo” is another example of a 
film partially slighted by its own marketing 

Liam Brown
Copy Editor

“Argo” hits the Oscar 

race track running

“My biggest fear 

is snakes because 

they slither around and 

bite you. And they are 

dumb.” -Noah Fischer, 

Freshman

With Halloween coming up, we asked some NPHS students what their fears are.Melody Forsell
Prowler Staff Writer

“I’m afraid of 

Sideshow Bob from 

the Simpsons because he is 

a British serial killer and he 

has a scary accent and laughs 

like a creep.” -Brett Coker, 

Sophomore

campaign. The 30-second TV spots have been playing 
up the dramatic nature of the movie, but this is 

only half the story. The movie seamlessly switches 
from a tense thriller to freewheeling comedy. In 
the hands of a less competent director, one of 
these two moods would probably have been 
emphasized more, but Affleck is especially 
adept at balancing the two opposites, something 
the filmmakers emphasized as one of the most 

difficult parts of shooting. Goodman and Arkin 
have excellent comic timing, which makes the 

comedic scenes that much more enjoyable. They don’t 
feel tacked on or obvious, and it’s a welcome break from 

the drama of the hostage situation.

Making a Movie (not) - Make-up artist John Chambers (John 
Goodman) and producer Lester Siegel (Alan Arkin) are all 
part of the cover dreamed up by Tony Mendez (Ben Affleck) 
in a scene from “Argo”.

Another element the film excels at is attention to 
detail. The costumes, suits, and establishments are all 
very true to the look and feel of the 1970s. I learned 
on IMDb that in order to make the film look more 
like the time period, Affleck shot the movie on regular 
film (as opposed to digital), cut the frames in half, and 
blew them up by 200% to increase their graininess. 
Talk about going the extra mile. For scenes involving 
the six hostages, he took away the actors’ access to the 
Internet, television and cell phones, which make the 
scenes they’re involved in feel very genuine. 

If the film has any faults, it’s that Affleck does 
give himself a lot of screen time, making people like 
Cranston feel underused and simply someone to 
check back with when we want to see what’s going on 
at CIA headquarters.

I’m willing to forgive him, though, because simply 
put, “Argo” is a terrific 

movie. At one point, I stopped 
taking notes and simply let 
the images on screen tell the 
story. The best movies are ones 
that make you feel like you’ve 
just gone on some great 
journey, and “Argo” is one 
of those. It’s one of the 
best films I’ve seen in a 
long time, an experience 
I thoroughly enjoyed 
and wouldn’t mind 
seeing again. Let the 
Best Picture Oscar 
race begin.

Joseph H
arris / W

ith Perm
ission

“Dolphins are my biggest 

fear because their voices are really 

high-pitched and they are really 

slippery. They are more dangerous than 

sharks.” -Z Nez, Senior
“I am afraid to 

walk down 

stairs because my legs aren’t as 

long as most people’s and 

I trip a lot.” -Stephanie 

Sanfilippo, Junior
Sara Anderson / Prowler

Fears
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      Drew Andros
      Prowler News Editor

The first half of the girls’ volleyball season 
has officially wrapped up after their last game, 
and they look forward to a stellar second half 
of the season after they started their season 
with two wins and five losses.  

Although their record may not give 
credence to the idea that their season has 
been spectacular, there have been many 
factors that have gone into making this team 
more than just ordinary.  The coaches and the 
Panther Pit have been huge supporters of the 
team throughout the season so far.

“Coach Chip (Tarleton) has set an 
example for us. He leads us and always pushes 
for us to do our best. Coach Amber (Glaab) 
is our ‘older sister’ of the team. Because all of 
the seniors have created a bond with her since 
our freshman year, it allows us to connect 
with her more than our other coach,” Emily 
Medler, senior, and varsity opposite and 
defensive specialist, said. 

Although going to California 
Interscholastic Federation (CIF) may seem 
out of reach for a team with two wins and five 
losses, they have something that not all other 
schools have.  The Panther Pit has sparked 
great interest in coming to the volleyball 
games, and it may be the deciding factor in 
a close game against a rival such as Thousand 
Oaks or Westlake.  

“The Panther Pit has helped us greatly 
because they bring the team up when we are 
in a rut. They also bring the crowd up and get 
the crowd in a chant with them,” Medler said.  
One member of the Panther Pit, senior, David 
Anderson, became so involved with the Pit 
because of his passion for competition, but 
also to set an example for others to follow.  “I 

joined the Panther Pit because of my love for 
sports and to show team spirit for our fellow 
panthers,” he said.  Although Anderson 
admits that it is not just he who has caused 
the Pit to become so popular and successful.  
According to him, many other people have 
been dedicated to it from the beginning.  
This list includes seniors Jacob Wolf, Connor 
Ebner, and the “legendary banana man”, Sam 
Martin.  When asked about what benefits 
the Panther Pit brings to games, Anderson 
discussed what comraderie it brings to the 
school.  “I feel that the Panther Pit shows our 
school spirit and support for one another,” 
Anderson said.  “The student body as a whole 
stays informed on games played and games 
in the future. We keep the energy up on the 
court for the volleyball players.” 

 Also, because the Pit involves classmates 
rather than parents, the girls’ energy stays at a 
continuously high level.  “The volleyball team 
is supported by their peers, which strongly 
encourages them to stay positive and play at 
the best of their ability,” Anderson said.

Daniel Lacey, senior class president and 
Panther Pit spokesman, didn’t join the Pit to 
stand out, but to fit in.  “I saw the need to 
build spirit at school, so I joined not to show 
my leadership skills, but to be another voice in 
the crowd to cheer on our fellow Panthers.”  

Although girls’ volleyball has been a focal 
point of the Panther Pit, it is not just about 
the volleyball games; it focuses on other 
aspects of school sports as well. 

 “The Panther Pit, to me, has re-energized 
this campus…not just at volleyball games, but 
at football games as well,” Lacey said.

Kylie Everitt 
Prowler Staff Writer

Many of the school sports teams consider themselves 
families. However in some cases, the teams consist of actual 
family members working together to achieve a common goal.   
In some cases the family members are twins, however these 
family members play the same sport at the same level. 

Two siblings that play sports together at NPHS are Ben 
Okun, senior, and his brother Zach Okun, sophomore, who 
both play football on the varsity squad.  Ben is the starting 
quarterback, and his brother Zach O. is one of the starting 
offensive tackle. Although the stereotypical brother 
dynamic revolves around banter and fighting, these two 
brothers thrive on each other’s success, and are happy to 
see each other succeed.  When asked about his brother’s 
scholarship offers by top universities for football, Ben 
O. described the pride he felt towards his brother.

“Life hasn’t always been easy for Zach, so to see him 
be so successful and to find something that he is so good 
at is very uplifting and I couldn’t be more proud of him,” 
Ben O. said.  Even though Zach’s talent is being pursued 
by schools such as UCLA, he admits that things don’t 
always come easy to him.  “Because my job on the team 
is to protect Ben O. from being tackled by the defensive 
linemen, I feel that there is a lot of pressure on me and 
a lot of responsibility that accompanies it,” he said.  
Playing on a team sport enhances friendships amongst 
members, but when the teammate is of the same blood, 
it further intensifies the relationship shared.          

“Being on the same team allows us to be honest 
with one another, and gives us the ability to speak our 
minds. We can criticize each other without taking it 
personally and therefore better our game.” quoted 
Ben O. Another dynamic duo that agrees with this 
statement is the Baker Twins. The sisters have both 
earned their own spots on the Varsity girls soccer team. 

“You always have someone who isn’t afraid to give  
constructive criticism but just like all siblings we bicker and 
it usually happens on the field.” Courtney Baker, junior, 
mentioned her twin Brittney Baker, junior, commented 
“(Being on the same team together) makes us closer 
because it is just one more thing we have in common.” Sam Meyer / Prowler

Nadia Lynn / Prowler

Stopping the ball - Two Panthers jump 
together to block the ball entering NPHS 
territory. 

Varsity sibilings build 
relationships on and off the field

Spike! - Mariana Kediza, senior, jumps so 
she can spike the ball so she can get a 
point for her team against Royal.  

Focus and serve  - 
Michalla Geer, senior, 

serves the ball in the
 varisty, home game 

against Royal. 

Panther pit cheers on 
girls’ v   lleyball

The Okun Brothers - While Ben Okun, 
senior, and Zach Okun, sophomore, 
may be serious during the Varsity football 
games, this quarterback and offensive 
tackle have a brotherly relationship at 
home and around campus. 

The Baker Twins - Courtney and Britteny 
Baker, juniors, show some sisterly love 
off the soccer field. These siblings are 
both Varsity athletes working together 
to represent our girls’ soccer team this 
year.
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Nadia Lynn
Prowler Copy Editor

SPortSMEdiCinE
helping players

The students on the sidelines of every sports game and nearly 
every practice are often mistaken as “water girls” by ignorant 
bystanders, but in reality, these athletic trainers are the ones who 
care for the athletes when situations get critical. 

In the movies, water girls are on the field lusting after the 
athletes, but as with everything, reality takes a different form.

Sports are a huge part of many students’ lives, and not just the 
athletes. Student athletic trainers devote just as much time to their 
practice, working the sidelines of every game and providing medical 
as well as moral support for the players at daily practices.

“I love sports but I was never very athletically inclined growing 
up,” McLane Martin, junior, said. Martin has been involved with 
the sports medicine program at Newbury Park High School since 
her freshman year and says that for her it is just “part of my daily 
routine, practice is just the next step in the day.” 

Martin and the fourteen other athletic trainers spend every 
day after school in the athletic training pod doing everything from 
taping thumbs to icing shoulders until 3 p.m. and then it’s off to 
the field to be the first aid caretakers. “It’s a full time job,” Olivia 
Ellison, junior, commented. 

She’s also been in the program since her freshman year when 
she saw Martin on the field and realized that that was where she 
needed to be. “I really enjoy just being so heavily relied on,” Ellison 

said. “After spending all my summers, all my 
springs, all my falls, with these boys (the 
football players), you have a caring friendship 
going on and it’s unlike any other friendship 
I have with any of my other friends because 
you’re there to help protect them.”

Though the athletic trainers are available 
for every sport, they have the “strong(est) 
foothold in football,” according to Martin. 
Driven by her passion for sports medicine, 
Martin makes a point to attend as many 
games as she can fit into her schedule, 
regardless of which sport it is. She hopes 
that in the future, sports medicine will play 
a larger role in the training and practices of 
all sports, but for now, football is where they 
spend the most time.

“Football is definitely the family oriented 
sport,” Averi Albios, senior, said. She has a strong relationship 
with “the boys,” as all the athletic trainers refer to them. “They’ll 
joke around with me, they’ll serenade me, it’s all part of the fun,” 
she said. 

Although Albios originally joined as a joke, wanting to 
be a “water girl” like Bobby Boucher, she immediately “fell in 
love with being on the field,” and now wishes to pursue sports 
medicine as a career. 

But the stigma of being a flirtatious “water girl” like the 

ones portrayed in movies, is still a stereotype the athletic 
trainers battle against. Ellison commented that “we don’t like 
them (the athletes) like that and I think that’s an assumption 
sometimes… And really, it’s an unattractive job. You see their 
feet, you see their bloody noses, you see more than you ever 
want see.”

Yet though the job may be gross at times, Chris Soury, 
the on-staff athletic trainer, concluded, “It is helpful for them 
(student athletic trainers) to do the daily tasks and things like 
that, it’s a huge help.”

girlS’ golf
Kishen Majithia and Justin Buch anon
Prowler opinion and news Editor

Girls golf finished up another season, 
playing their last tournament match on Oct.  
18. The season consisted of golfing, having 
conversations over French fries, thinking up 
eccentric mottos and traditions, and scoring 8 
wins in 14 Marmonte League, and 16 overall, 
games against other schools in the local area.

According to team member Tiffany 
Huang, junior, the team “went from winning 
one game last year” to their eight victories this 
year; she has been playing on the team since 
her sophomore year. Nori Parvin, the team’s 
coach, said she was “very proud of the girls.”

Jayne Avendano, sophomore, concurred, 
“I just think we wanted to do better than last 
season and still have fun.” For the girls golf 
team, “fun” included hashtag t-shirts and 
French fry conversations.

Those post-game French fry sessions were 
where “we get French fries and discuss our 
day - any frustrations [and] cute guys we saw,” 
according to Huang.

Avendano explained that they “talk about 
really random stuff.”

The team also sports eccentric traditions, 
from pre-game warmups which include 
meditations, chants, and daily quotes, to in-

(Above) Practice Swings - to practice for 
their next game, Elina Chun works on her 
shots and form at the Putting greens in los 
robles.

begin strong season
game victory cheers.

“Every time we get a birdie, we have to 
pretend we’re a bird and caw,” Avendano 
explained. “Our coach knows … because she 
can hear us.” 

Avendano went on to explain that they 
consider themselves “the craziest team in the 
world.” For example, they came up with some 
golf team mottos.   

“Everybody has a motto,” Huang said. 
“For golf, you don’t really have anything.” 
Elaborating further, Huang explained that the 
golf team came up with the motto “Golf or 
Die.” “We have to say it seriously,” Avendano 
explained. The team also has t-shirts with the 
hashtag GTFL, which stands for “Golf Team 
For Life.”

Team members also prepared for the 
season. Huang prepared over the summer, 
attending the Ventura County Junior Golf 
Association’s (VCJGA) tournament. “You’re 
up against probably one of the best people … 
it’s pretty intimidating,” she said. 

Brooke Begg, freshman, is new to the 
team this year. She also attended the VCJGA 
tournament, and has been playing for three 
years. “I just started playing (golf ) when I was 

really little; I just love it now,” she explained. 
Because NPHS has no golf course, the 

team frequents Los Robles Golf Course four 
out of five days a week for their practice, often 
carpooling together in a van with their coach.

“The van is horrible,” Madison Dederick, 
junior, said. She said that it was hot and that 
“opening the windows doesn’t help.”

As for the golf course, however, Dederick 
admits “I like our course; everybody is pretty 
nice there.” Typically, the team practices from 
2:30 to 4 p.m.

Begg said that “a lot of people find (golf ) 
frustrating, but I find it relaxing.” Among 
her dislikes, however, are “sand pits and 
tree branches that get in the way.” Huang 
said she enjoys golf too, but does have some 
frustrations.

“I don’t like putting,” she said. “It’s very 
frustrating, I just want to throw my golf club 
down every time, and pick the balls up and 
smash them into the hole.” Putting is generally 
the common frutstration expressed among 
team members.

“It’s so frustrating because if you’re really 
close, you’re nervous, and if you’re far away, 
you have to read the green,” Avendano said. 

sara anderson/ prowler

lending a hand - Jessica St. Aubin and olivia Ellison, juniors, from the sports 
medicine class assist the Clay Kennally, senior, off the field during the game.

nadia lynn / prowler

“Read the green” is golf terminology for 
studying the terrain that one is putting on. 

Madison Dederick explained that the 
“worst part is putting or losing the ball.” She 
also explained that golf is deceptively easy, 
saying that “a lot of people think it’s easy, but 
it takes a lot of energy.” All four agree, though 
it has its frustrations, being on the golf team 
is great.

“Basically, there’s nothing better than golf,” 
Huang said. It was between the French fries, 
bird imitations, and mottos that the girls golf 
team finished their season. 

Avendano explained, “(The other teams) 
take it so seriously, but Newbury Park is like 
‘whoo.’” While other teams took the game 
seriously, the “craziest team in the world” went 
along for the fun of it.  

“It was more ‘we’re just going golfing’,” 
Dederick explained.
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