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June 8, 2021 
 
Dear National University Faculty and Staff, 
 

It is with bittersweet sentiment that I announce the resignation of Dr. David Andrews as president of National 
University. Effective immediately, I will be returning to the presidency of National University, as well as remaining 
chancellor of the National University System.  
 

During his five years with the university, Dr. Andrews has been instrumental in leading many new initiatives to improve 
the lives of our students and the reputation of the institution. His inspiring leadership and friendship have not only 
left a lasting impression on me personally, but a permanent legacy at NU. While we will miss Dr. Andrews, as well as 
his vision and passion for innovative approaches to education, we wish him the best in his future endeavors.  
 

We are thankful for Dr. Andrews’ inspirational and innovative leadership and for his years of dedicated service to 
growing our mission, which involved many significant accomplishments, including: 
 

• NU’s successful completion of the WSCSUC re-accreditation, receiving a 10-year renewal – the longest term 
possible – with strong commendations for our student-centric approach and precision education groundwork. 

• Supported NU in securing the largest gift ever made to an institution of our type and one of the top 50 largest to 
any university in the world.  

• The development of new programs and modifying existing programs, such as the new online Applied Behavior 
Analysis program, which became one of NU’s largest programs in under three years with over 2,100 students.  

• In FY21, NU will celebrate the largest graduating class we have had in our 50-year history, estimated at over 6,100 
students!  

• Created the Diversity Equity and Inclusion Council and supported the resolution of issues of equity and fairness 
by creating an Ombudsman Office.   

• Developed new scholarship programs including the NU Scholars, the Honors Fellows for Social Change, the 50th 
Anniversary Scholarship, the Fast-Track Scholarship, and Opportunity Scholarships - awarding over $30M in new 
scholarships in FY21, with approximately 40% of our students receiving some form of scholarship and driving 
toward our goal of reducing tuition by 20%.  
 

Again, I cannot thank Dr. Andrews enough for his years of dedicated service to our students, faculty, staff, and entire 
community of National University and the National University System. We look forward to following the successes of 
his career and are excited for the next chapter of National University as we honor his vision and continue our 
important work to bring world-class, affordable, and accessible education opportunities to a diverse population of 
adult learners. I admire all of you for your commitment to student success and look forward to working more closely 
with you all as we continue to make a positive impact in the lives of our students and communities.  
 

Sincerely, 

  
Dr. Michael R. Cunningham 
Chancellor, National University System 
Interim President, National University  
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