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Media FAQ and Contact Information 
 
 
Q.  Why was today’s special meeting of the Board Called? 
 
A. The California Teachers Association and the San Dieguito Faculty Association (the 

District’s local Teachers Union) filed a lawsuit in Superior Court and threatened to 
seek a Temporary Restraining Order (TRO) to prevent the School District from 
moving forward with its plans to continue to gradually return students to in-person 
learning. 
 
Today’s Board Meeting was to address that lawsuit and TRO and consider a 
proposed settlement between the Teachers Union and the District. 

 
 
Q. What will happen at the Meeting? 
 
A. The District Board of Trustees will likely ratify the proposed Settlement Agreement 

and will further clarify its plans for gradual school reopening. 
 
Q. What are the terms of the Settlement Agreement?   
 
A. A copy of the Settlement Agreement is attached.  In short, the Teachers Union 

agreed to not seek a TRO or other legal relief prior to January 19, 2021, and SDUHSD 
agreed to rescind the Expanded School Reopening resolution that was passed at its 
December 15th Board meeting and not pursue additional general student on-campus 
education before January 27th, 2021. 

 
Q. What are the ramifications for SDUHSD’s back-to-school plans after winter break, 

staring on January 4th, 2021? 
 
A. The District was planning on providing an opportunity for students to return to 

school (if they want to) for 1-day per week beginning January 4th, 2021.  This would 
result in classroom attendance typically of 3 – 7 students in each class that would 
normally hold 20 – 40 students to allow for maximum social distancing.  Based on 
the Settlement, the District is now prohibited from offering any additional general 
in-person instruction on their campuses before January 27th, 2021, which is the first 
day of the third quarter of the school year.  

 
Q. One day per week of in person learning does not seem like a lot.  Why did the 

District want to do that? 
 



A. Many students and families are desperate to return to school.  Student grades are 
down, many are not learning up to their potential, and their mental health is 
deteriorating.  Students need to be in school as soon as possible. 

 
Q.  Isn’t it risky to return students to school while COVID cases are high? 
 
A. No.  The District has a safety plan that meets or exceeds all State and County safety 

mandates.  In addition, studies have shown that schools that have safety plans do 
not contribute to the spread of coronavirus at a rate greater than the rate in the 
community.  In other words, schools reflect the infection rate of the broader 
community, they don’t add to the spread.   

 
Q. What about teachers?  Are they at heightened risk if they return to teach in school? 
 
A. The current evidence indicates that schools are safer than the broader community.  

This applies to teachers as well as students. 
 
 However, in a spirit of cooperation, SDUHSD is offering teachers who have valid 

medical reasons to continue to teach from home. 
 
We will have a statement after the meeting and will provide contact information for 
parents who will give interviews. 
 
 


