
MEDIA STATEMENT - SAN DIEGO COUNTY TAXPAYERS 
ASSOCIATION: Proposed City of San Diego CARES Act Resource 
Allocation / COVID-19 budget deficit

“At the San Diego County Taxpayers Association, we know these are 
certainly challenging times for all of us, testing our community’s ability 
to band together to defeat a daunting public health threat. 

With all the recent closures, cancellation of major events like Comic-
Con, hotels essentially being shuttered and sales tax revenues down 
significantly due to businesses being closed, the budget outlook is 
looking a little bleak.
 
We need to ensure we are being good stewards of taxpayer dollars. One 
way we can do this is by fixing structural deficits, not just implementing 
one-time fixes. This is akin to kicking the can down the road. 
 
Spending CARES Act money to fill some of these deficits caused by 
COVID-19 is understandable as we are in a crisis, but we need to look 
beyond the current fiscal year.  

For example, cuts to services like library hours, parks and recreation as 
well as cohesive across the board funding reductions to city 
departments, as tough as they are—is a better longer-term strategy. In 
these tough times, the Taxpayers Association recommends looking at 
innovative, out-of-the-box solutions with some of these departments to 
streamline the way the city provides its services. Consider using data 
analysis to figure out what libraries and parks currently get the most use 
and keep them open more than others. You can explore rotating closures 
or outsource some of the services. 
 
Now is the time to right-size government services with reliable revenue 
streams. We should be focusing on funding sources that are more stable 

https://www.sdcta.org/


like property taxes and franchise fees which are more secure than TOT 
(transient occupancy tax). Using these sources will be helpful for long-
term planning. It is essential we don’t jeopardize these stable funding 
sources.
 
As we have for the past 75 years and for the next 75 years to come, we 
will continue to steadfastly look out for the interests of our taxpayers 
and serve as a resource for our municipal institutions and community.”  
 

-       Haney Hong, President & CEO, San Diego County Taxpayers 
Association
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