
Public Statement and Request from Showing Up for Racial Justice San Diego in 
response to the Anti-Shelter-In-Place Rallies:  
SURJ SD is an organization that educates and mobilizes white people in the collective 
fight for racial and economic justice. 
 
Official Statement from Showing Up for Racial Justice San Diego: 
It’s easy to see the rhetoric on these posters and in the media and think, ‘these are 
people who just want their lives back’, but this isn’t just some small business owners 
and neighbors spontaneously getting together to speak their mind because of 
economic pain. Yes, many people at these rallies are genuinely hurting economically 
and don’t know where to put their anger and fear. But make no mistake--the bulk of 
these people are members of extremist groups that are taking advantage of this 
moment to advance their political agenda. These same organizations and participants 
have been the drivers behind anti-LGBTQ+, anti-Muslim, and anti-vaxx protests, both 
locally and statewide. These very small, local protests have been encouraged and 
amplified by organizers that then bring people in from all over the state, traveling to 
each of these rallies, and bringing vulnerable people into their cause. They would 
have us return to the status quo, a status quo that has resulted in African Americans, 
6% of California’s population, numbering 12% of our state’s COVID-19 deaths. A 
status quo of white supremacy, with willful disdain for the thousands of black, brown, 
indigenous, asian pacific islander, and poor/working class lives that will be lost. It’s 
time for us to question that status quo and make a system that works for all of us.  
 
Request to the media:  
We respect the journalistic profession and rely on you to do the work that you strive to 
do--that of informing the public by giving them a rounded and clearer view of what’s 
happening without falling into the trap of “showing all sides equally.” We would like 
to ask you that when you report on these protests, you do research into and include 
reporting on who it is that is organizing them. Readers/listeners/viewers need more 
context. We know it’s a very uncertain time, and there is SO much to cover, so we ask 
that when you report, that you include the way that this is being organized by doing 
your own research, since people on any part of the political spectrum aren’t always 
reliable narrators. That’s why we need people like you, the journalists. Thank you. 



 
To that end, we want to offer you some more information about what we’ve found, if 
that’s helpful.. The protest being organized today is being amplified and further 
organized by groups such as Freedom Angels 
(https://www.facebook.com/pg/FreedomAngelsFoundation/about/?ref=page_internal), 
who are anti-vaxxers; and Save California https://www.facebook.com/savecalifornia/ 
http://savecalifornia.com/action.html which is anti-LGBTQ+ and anti-abortion. It’s 
clear from their training materials that they are working hard to expand. Additionally, 
we’ve found that there’s quite a lot of overlap between those who attended the 
“Liberate San Diego” rally https://www.facebook.com/events/232050211217818/ and 
those who have been a part of anti-muslim, anti-LGBTQ+, anti-vax protests.  
 
Offer to the Media: 
If you wish to reach out to us to have longer, broader discussions about this or about 
the ways in which this moment shows us how badly we need to reexamine our racist 
systems for ALL of our sake, please reach out.  
 
Blair Overstreet, 
Chapter Lead of Showing Up for Racial Justice San Diego 
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