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New Law Opens Window For 125 New Sexual Abuse 
Lawsuits Against the Catholic Church in California 

Law Firm Announces 60 New Sexual Abuse Lawsuits Against San Diego Catholic 

Diocese and 65 More Lawsuits Against Other Dioceses In Coming Weeks  

San Diego, CA:  The Zalkin Law Firm announced today they will be filing 125 new civil lawsuits on behalf of 

victims of childhood sexual abuse from priests in the San Diego and other Catholic Dioceses in California 

under the new statute of limitations provisions of California’s recently enacted AB 218 legislation. On January 

2nd, the firm plans to file the first group of 20 lawsuits against various San Diego parishes and the Diocese of 

San Diego, grouped into six Complaints, in San Diego Superior Court on behalf of 20 victims of Priest sexual 

abuse. These victims were previously barred from filing lawsuits by the old statute of limitations law. AB 218 

expands the statute of limitations for victims of childhood sexual assault and provides a three-year window for 

the revival of past claims beginning on January 1, 2020.  

“All of these victims have suffered for years from their abuse and now thankfully they can come forward to tell 

their stories and seek justice.” said Irwin Zalkin, attorney for the victims.  “These brave survivors were 

sexually abused as children by serial pedophile priests of the San Diego Diocese, priests whose record of 

sexual abuse the Diocese covered up  for years.” 

This first group of lawsuits identifies six serial pedophile priests, who were known abusers to the San Diego 

Diocese and some of whose names are now on the list of credibly accused priests released by the Diocese in 

September of 2018. (https://www.sdcatholic.org/portals/0/Images/includes/List-of-Priests-published-

091418.pdf)  All of the priests identified in the lawsuits served in parishes in San Diego and Imperial Counties 

during the 1960’s and 70’s and were under the supervision of the Catholic Diocese of San Diego, a named 

Defendant in the lawsuits. 

Information about the Priests named in this first group of lawsuits, all of whom are deceased, and the number 
of victims named for each is shown in the chart below: 

Priest/Abuser History Plaintiffs/Victims 

Rev. Robert Koerner Deceased; Tenure: 1963–90: St. Patrick, 
Calipatria, CA 

5 victims 
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Rev. Peter Marron Deceased; Tenure: 1970–75: St. Patrick, San 
Diego; Augustinian Community, San Diego, CA 

2 victims 

Rev. Alexander Pinter Deceased; 1947-55: Toledo, Ohio; 1962 – 75 
Vista, CA 

1 victim 

Rev. Anthony 
Rodrigue 

Deceased; Tenure: 1962–83: Mary Star of the 
Sea, La Jolla; Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
Lakeside; St. John, Encinitas; Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, Calexico and El Centro; Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help, Indio; St. Joseph, Barstow; St. 
Augustine, Eagle Mountain; St. Michael, Poway; 
St. George, Ontario; St. Joseph the Worker, Loma 
Linda, CA 

5 victims 

Rev. Joseph Rossell Deceased; Tenure: 1953–72: St. Patrick, Carlsbad; 
St. Agnes, San Diego; Mary Star of the Sea, La 
Jolla; St. Kieran, El Cajon; St. Mary Star of the 
Sea, Oceanside; St. Therese, San Diego, St. Rita, 
San Diego, CA 

2 victims 

Msgr. Gregory 
Sheridan 

Deceased; Tenure: 1948–83: St. John Bosco, East 
Highlands; St. Joseph, Upland; St. Jude, San 
Diego; Immaculate Heart of Mary, Ramona, St. 
Peter, Fallbrook, CA 

5 victims 

According to Zalkin, the twenty Plaintiffs in these new lawsuits were all sexually abused by their priests as 

young boys while serving as altar boys or during other church activities.  The Complaints will detail how these 

priests would “groom” their young victims and sexually molest them on church property or using their 

vestments as Roman Catholic Priests, over a period of years.  The Complaints also show how the Diocese 

and the Bishop were aware of the history of sexual abuse by these priests and their failure to take any actions 

to protect children in the parishes from these pedophile priests. 

As just one example, in the Father Koerner Complaint Plaintiff John Roe 68 alleges that between 1972 and 

1976, when he was between the ages of ten and fourteen, he was sexually molested by Father Koerner at St. 

Patrick’s Parish, in Calipatria, CA. That Complaint further alleges that Plaintiff John Roe 68 was molested by 

Father Koerner on numerous occasions over the course of approximately four years and that the molestations 

occurred nearly each time Plaintiff John Roe 68 served mass for Father Koerner. 

That Complaint goes on to allege that after becoming aware of acts of childhood sexual abuse committed by 

Father Koerner at a particular parish the Defendants quickly and quietly reassigned Father Koerner to new 

parishes where his pedophilic tendencies were not known to the parishioners.  In this way, the parishioners at 

the parish where Father Koerner had molested children did not become aware of his illegal activities. 

Defendants also did not warn or advise the parishioners at Father Koerner’s new assignments of the danger 

that Father Koerner posed to children, or his history of sexually abusing minors. 

“These new claims handled by our firm will be part of a wave of new lawsuits against the Catholic Church in 

California,” said Zalkin. ““These new lawsuits demonstrate the importance of AB 218 for the adult survivors of 

priest abuse. Our clients have suffered silently from their abuse for years and now will have the opportunity to 

seek justice and publicly tell their stories in a court of law.” 
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According to Zalkin, several of his clients explored the alternative compensation offered by Catholic Dioceses 

under the “Independent Compensation Fund” announced in September, 2019.  The settlement offers they 

received were so minimal that they have chosen to seek justice and compensation through a civil lawsuit. 

“We believe that the best way to expose wrongdoing and enforce accountability is for crimes to be made 

public and for accountability and compensation to be meted out by courts, not the institutions that allowed the 

wrongdoing to happen in the first place,’ said Zalkin. “Survivors deserve a chance to have their day in court to 

shed light on their abuse, expose known perpetrators, and that can only happen when statutes of limitations 

are reformed, civil windows are opened, and bishops are held accountable in courts of law.” 

Each Complaint will detail numerous Causes of Action against the Parishes and Diocese including; 

Negligence, Negligent Supervision/Failure to Warn, Negligent Hiring/Retention and Sexual Battery. As a 

result of the extreme and outrageous sexual abuse outlined in the complaint, the Plaintiffs allege severe and 

sustained emotional and psychological injuries and loss of earnings.  The Complaints will seek compensatory 

damages, and costs and Zalkin anticipates amending the complaint to seek punitive damages after litigation 

commences.  

Complaints will be made available on request. 

### 

 

About The Zalkin Law Firm 

With offices in San Diego, CA and New York, NY, the firm's lawyers have represented hundreds of survivors 

of sexual abuse and sexual assault and achieved results in numerous high-profile sexual abuse and assault 

cases across the United States. The Zalkin Law Firm has aggressively represented survivors who suffered 

child sexual abuse and sexual assault while members of religious and other organizations, including the 

Catholic Church, Jehovah’s Witnesses, foster care, Boy Scouts, recovery homes, foreign student exchange 

programs, colleges. Irwin Zalkin was appointed a lead negotiator by United States Magistrate Judge Leo S. 

Papas on behalf of over 144 victims of childhood sexual abuse against the Roman Catholic Bishop of San 

Diego. These negotiations resulted in a global settlement of almost $200,000,000. He also was one of the 

lead trial lawyers and part of the trial team against the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Los Angeles where a 

global settlement was reached in the amount of $660,000,000. 

For more information visit: www.zalkin.com 
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