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Welcome to the San Diego impeachment rally. Thank you for coming down here to help each 

other call on the House to Impeach President Trump, and for the Senate to convict and remove 

him. When they see that large numbers of people are coming out to say "nobody is above the 

law," then we hope that some undecided Representatives and Senators will vote to impeach 

and remove the President. We the people, who are members of Indivisible, MoveOn, Common 

Cause, Impeachment University, and other organizations, are organizing over 465 rallies like 

this, in all 50 states, with over 121,000 people registered to go. 

Now, a word about etiquette: This event should be peaceful and family-friendly. We all have 

different ideas on these controversial political topics. So please discuss and debate them with 

each other in a civil, respectful manner. We expect all participants to act lawfully at all times, 

and follow the guidance of the organizers. If somebody has a problem, please call on one of the 

Peace Keepers wearing yellow vests. They protect our First Amendment rights, and de-escalate 

any quarrels. Please cooperate with the Sheriffs who are here to maintain order and to protect 

us. If other people try to disrupt our peaceful discussions, please do not engage with them or 

confront them. 
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How did all this talk of impeachment get started? Centuries ago, the English Parliament could 

vote to impeach an official who was using the powers of his government office to act corruptly, 

or cheat in an election, to make sure he got elected. Before and during the American 

Revolution, the Founders of our nation saw how emotionally volatile and power-crazed King 

George Ill was becoming. So the Founders wanted to be able to impeach even the highest 

official. They designed a government in which the laws were the highest authority, and all 

people had to obey them, unlike a King who is above the law. The American Revolution author 

Thomas Paine wrote " .. in absolute governments the King is law, so in free countries the law 

ought to be king.''1

The Framers of the Constitution knew they could trust George Washington. But they designed 

separated powers, and checks and balances into the Constitution to restrain future Presidents 

from acting like King George Ill. As Ben Franklin said: "The first man put at the helm will be a 

good one. Nobody knows what sort may come afterwards" "The executive will always 

increasing here, as elsewhere, till it ends in monarchy."
2 

Early in the months-long process of debating and writing the Constitution in 1787, the Framers 

wrote in clauses on impeachment. Then, after a couple months, Charles Pinckney and 

Gouverneur Morris proposed to delete impeachment from the Constitution. They reasoned 

that if the President and other officials act wrongfully, the people could elect someone else in 

the next election. Now, we've been hearing President Trump's defenders say that recently, 

too. 



George Mason answered Pinckney and Morris immediately: "Shall any man be above Justice?" 

"Shall the man who has practiced corruption, and by that means procured his appointment in 

the first instance, be suffered to escape punishment by repeating his guilt?"
3
,
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Today we also 

ask, if we could not impeach the President, how could we stop him from committing more 

crimes to win the next election? 

James Madison, who wrote much of the Constitution, argued that the President "might lose his 

capacity after his appointment. He might pervert his administration into a scheme of 

[embezzlement] or oppression" or "he might betray his trust to foreign powers."
3 

Madison 

also said that since the Presidency "was to be administered by a single man," his corruption 

"might be fatal to the Republic."
5 

Nowadays, we have been hearing a lot about that, a 

President betraying "his trust to foreign powers." 

After more debate, Morris changed his mind. He agreed to include clauses on impeachment, 

because "no one would say that we ought to expose ourselves to the danger of seeing the first 

Magistrate in foreign pay, without being able to guard against it by displacing him."
2

'
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Madison also said the Impeachment Clause was "indispensable ... for defending the Community 

[against] the incapacity, negligence or perfidy of the chief Magistrate."
7 



Later, Madison wrote : "In framing a government which is to be administered by men over 

men, the great difficulty lies in this: You must first enable the government to control the 

governed; and in the next place oblige it control itself." And impeachment "was forged to 

counter a terrible power: the despot who deems himself to be above the law."
8
'9

After the Framers wrote the Constitution, state legislatures debated whether to ratify it. In the 

Virginia legislature, Patrick Henry led those who argued that the Constitution gave too much 

power to the Federal Government, and President could gain too much power. John Marshall 

and James Madison led those arguing for approving the Constitution. 

George Mason said the President of the United States might not always be an ethical and 

intelligent person. He said the President "ought not to have the power of pardoning, because 

he may frequently pardon crimes which were advised by himself. It may happen, at some 

future day, that he will establish a monarchy, and destroy the republic. If he has the power of 

granting pardons before indictment, or conviction, may he not stop inquiry and prevent 

detection? The case of treason ought, at least, to be excepted."10 So George Mason in 1788

predicted our present worries about President Trump saying he could pardon himself, and 

might pardon Manafort, Flynn, and Cohen from their convictions. 

4 



Madison responded: 

"There is one security in this case to which gentlemen may not have adverted: if 

the President be connected, in any suspicious manner, with any person, and there 

be grounds to believe he will shelter him, the House of Representatives can 

impeach him; they can remove him if found guilty."w 

They debated, if the House impeaches the President, then couldn't he pardon his associates 

helping in commit the crimes he is being impeached for, or whose testimony might prove him 

guilty? Madison answered that after the President is impeached but not convicted and 

removed, he is still President, but can no longer pardon. Madison said: The House can 

"suspend him when suspected, and the power will devolve on the Vice-President. Should he be 

suspected, also, he may likewise be suspended till he be impeached and removed, and the 

legislature may make a temporary appointment. This is a great security."10

Madison and the other Framers foresaw this problem, so Article II, Section 2 of the Constitution 

says that the President: 

" ... shall have the Power to grant reprieves and Pardons for Offenses against 

the United States, except in case of Impeachment." 



Nowadays, many asked what is the practical value of impeaching the President, when the 

Senate probably will not convict and remove him? The value is that, after impeachment, 

President Trump probably cannot pardon himself and his associates. President Trump might 

challenge this, and the Supreme Court will make the final interpretation of that clause of the 

Constitution. 

Even after the Founders wrote the safeguard of impeachment into the Constitution, they 

sometimes worried how people in the future could choose to end their republic, and change to 

a monarchy or strong man rule. After studying the history of failed republics, Alexander 

Hamilton made a remarkable prophecy in 1792: 

"The truth unquestionably is, that the only path to a subversion of the republican 

system of the Country is, by flattering the prejudices of the people, and exciting 

their jealousies and apprehensions, to throw affairs into confusion, and bring on 

civil commotion. Tired at length of anarchy, or want of government, they may 

take shelter in the arms of monarchy for repose and security." 

G 



"When a man unprincipled in private life[,] desperate in his fortune, bold in his 

temper. ... known to have scoffed in private at the principles of liberty - when 

such a man is seen to mount the hobby horse of popularity - to join in the cry of 

danger to liberty - to take every opportunity of embarrassing the General 

Government & bringing it under suspicion - to flatter and fall in with all the non 

sense [sic] of the zealots of the day - It may justly be suspected that his object is 

to throw things into confusion that he may ride the storm and direct the 

whirlwind."11• 12 

This sounds very much like Donald Trump and his movement. Over two hundred years ago, the 

Founders foresaw the situation we are in now. They created the tool of impeachment for us. 

They wanted us to impeach and remove a President like Donald Trump. 
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