
Methodology
Benenson Strategy Group conducted 400 interviews with likely 2020 
primary election voters in San Diego’s Third Supervisorial District from 
March 1-5, 2019.  All interviews were conducted by telephone using a list 
of  registered voters. The margin of  error is ±4.9% at the 95% 
confidence level for the overall sample.

To mimic the California ballot experience, Benenson tested using 
expected ballot designations:
• Sara Jacobs, Educator/Community Advocate
• Terra Lawson-Remer, Small Businesswoman/Educator
• Olga Diaz, Escondido City Councilmember
• Jeff  Griffith, Firefighter and Paramedic
• Kristin Gaspar, County Supervisor



Initially, with no additional information about any candidate, 
Jacobs and Gaspar begin in a virtual tie with Diaz 6 points 

behind Jacobs, and Lawson-Remer 13 points behind Jacobs.

Primary Horserace:
Propelled by name ID, Jacobs and Gaspar outpace the crowded field and compete for the lead



Once voters hear more about the candidates’ 
backgrounds (using messaging straight from 
the candidates’ own communications, and 
also reflecting monetary advantages for 
Jacobs and Gaspar), Jacobs and Gaspar 

remain tied, but they solidify their distance 
from the rest of  the field.

Primary Horserace:
Propelled by name ID, Jacobs and Gaspar outpace the crowded field and compete for the lead



Biographies
Sara Jacobs works at the University of  San Diego, leading research on 
how to make government more accessible and effective. Sara ran a non-
profit that uses technology to improve access to opportunities for 
students and she served in the Obama Administration before coming 
home to advocate for our community and progressive causes. The 
youngest candidate running, Sara is dedicated to strengthening services 
for our most vulnerable communities, solving our housing crisis, and 
using innovation to improve government. 

An award-winning college professor, economist, and attorney, Terra 
Lawson-Remer served as senior advisor in the Obama Administration, 
and now is a researcher in San Diego focused on improving lives and 
benefits for workers and electing more progressive leaders. Terra is 
running for Supervisor because she believes San Diego County can and 
should lead the way in championing bold policies for justice, shared 
prosperity, and environmental sustainability.



The first Latina elected to the Escondido City Council, Olga Diaz is a 
fighter for environmental and social justice issues, and has been dedicated 
to improving opportunities for local businesses. She would be the first 
Latina elected to the County Board and is running to continue the fight 
to make county government more responsive, inclusive, and transparent. 

Kristin Gaspar serves on the County Board of  Supervisors. A small 
business woman frustrated by politicians who didn’t understand or value 
the local business community, she is the youngest woman ever elected to 
the Board of  Supervisors and championed innovation during her term as 
Chair. Gaspar will work with President Trump to protect our county by 
bringing an end to the crisis at the border and she will continue to fight 
for all by supporting the small businesses that create jobs in our county.

Biographies



Finally, after voters hear 
negatives on Gaspar and 
Jacobs, Diaz remains 12 

points behind Jacobs and 
Lawson-Remer is 23 points 
behind Jacobs. Jacobs and 

Gaspar remain well 
positioned for victory.

Primary Horserace:
Propelled by name ID, Jacobs and Gaspar outpace the crowded field and compete for the lead



Candidate Favorability



Candidate Favorability Favorable Unfavorable Unfamiliar Net Fav
Sara Jacobs 25 6 69 +19
Kristin Gaspar 22 19 59 +3
Olga Diaz 13 10 77 +3
Terra Lawson-Remer 3 2 95 +1

Jacobs’ candidacy is buffeted by high favorability in the district compared 
to the rest of  the field, stemming from her 2018 Congressional campaign 
and subsequent community activism.

A year out from the March 2020 primary election for San Diego County 
Supervisor, Jacobs sits as the strongest candidate to defeat Gaspar.

Candidate Favorability



*Lawson-Remer’s base of  support was too small to extrapolate with any level of  confidence 

Candidate Favorability



Though this poll was conducted just among likely primary 
voters, it’s clear Jacobs is well positioned for ultimate 
victory in BoS-D3.

Initially, Jacobs leads Gaspar by 11 points in a hypothetical 
general election runoff.

Hypothetical November Runoff



After voters have heard negatives 
about both candidates, in a head-
to-head Jacobs leads Gaspar 
50-30, as Gaspar’s hard right 
pivot in the 2018 Congressional 
race and open embrace of  
Donald Trump create an overall 
low ceiling of  support.

Hypothetical November Runoff



Compare this to a head-to head between Lawson-Remer and Gaspar. 
Initially, Gaspar leads Lawson-Remer by 4 points in a hypothetical general 
election runoff.

After voters have heard more about both candidates, Lawson-Remer edges 
out Gaspar by 4 points, but still within the ±4.9% margin of  error.

Hypothetical November Runoff



Final Horserace: Jacobs over Gaspar


