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BELL, McANDREWS & HILTACHK, LLP 
Attorneys and Counselors at Law 

 
455 CAPITOL MALL, SUITE 600 

SACRAMENTO, CA  95814 
_______ 

 
(916) 442-7757 

FAX (916) 442-7759 
 

April 30, 2018 
 
BY ELECTRONIC DELIVERY  
 
Station Manager / Cable Operator  
 

Re:  Cease and Desist Demand 
 Independent Expenditure Ad placed by “Restore Our Values, an independent committee 

supporting John Cox for Governor, 2018” 
 
Dear Station Manager / Cable Operator: 
 
 I am legal counsel to John Cox for Governor 2018.  Your station is airing an ad placed by “Restore 
Our Values, an independent committee supporting John Cox for Governor, 2018.”  In several ways, the ad’s 
“sponsorship identification” fails to comply with California’s Political Reform Act, and in particular new rules 
that went into effect on January 1, 2018 as a result of AB 249, the “California Disclose Act” (2017).  The 
California Disclose Act was enacted to assist voters: 
 

SEC.2. (a) For voters to make an informed choice in the political marketplace, political 
advertisements should not intentionally deceive voters about the identity of who or what 
interest is trying to persuade them how to vote.  
(b) Disclosing who or what interest paid for a political advertisement will help voters be able 
to better evaluate the arguments to which they are being subjected during political campaigns 
and therefore make more informed voting decisions. 

 
 The disclaimer appears during the last 5 seconds of the ad as follows: 
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This disclaimer violates the following provisions of the California Political Reform Act, as amended by the 
California Disclose Act: 
 
Applicable Law Violation 

 
 

Gov. Code § 84301: “No contribution shall be made, 
directly or indirectly, by any person in a name other 
than the name by which such person is identified for 
legal purposes.” 
 
 

“PISF, Inc.” is not the name by which the top 
contributor is identified for legal purposes.  No 
corporation is registered by that name with the 
California Secretary of State.  We believe “PISF” in 
fact is an unofficial abbreviation for “Professional 
Investors Security Fund Incorporated.” 
 

Gov. Code § 84503(b) The disclosure of a top 
contributor pursuant to this section need not include 
terms such as “incorporated,” “committee,” “political 
action committee,” or “corporation,” or 
abbreviations of these terms, unless the term is part 
of the contributor’s name in common usage or 
parlance.” 
 
 

“PISF, Inc.” is not the name by which the top 
contributor is identified for legal purposes.  No 
corporation is registered by that name with the 
California Secretary of State.  We believe “PISF” in 
fact is an unofficial abbreviation for “Professional 
Investors Security Fund Incorporated.”  In 
accordance with Section 84503(b), the disclaimer 
should read: “Professional Investors Security Fund.”  
“Incorporated” may be omitted. 
 

Gov. Code § 84504.1 (a) An advertisement paid for 
by a committee… that is disseminated as a video, 
including advertisements on television and videos 
disseminated over the Internet, shall include the 
disclosures required by Sections 84502 [“paid for 
by…”] and 84503 [“committee major funding 
from…”] at the beginning or end of the 
advertisement.  
(b) The disclosure required by subdivision (a) shall be 
written and displayed for at least five seconds of a 
broadcast of 30 seconds or less or for at least 10 
seconds of a broadcast that lasts longer than 30 
seconds.  
(1) The written disclosure required by subdivision (a) 
shall appear on a solid black background on the 
entire bottom one-third of the television or video 
display screen, or bottom one-fourth of the screen if 
the committee does not have or is otherwise not 
required to list top contributors, and shall be in a 
contrasting color in Arial equivalent type, and the 
type size for the smallest letters in the written 
disclosure shall be 4 percent of the height of the 
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Applicable Law Violation 
 
 

television or video display screen. The top 
contributors, if any, shall each be disclosed on a 
separate horizontal line, in descending order, 
beginning with the top contributor who made the 
largest cumulative contributions on the first line. The 
name of each of the top contributors shall be 
centered horizontally. The written disclosures shall be 
underlined, except for the names of the top 
contributors, if any. 
(2) If using a type size of 4 percent of the height of 
the television or video display screen causes the name 
of any of the top contributors to exceed the width of 
the screen or causes the disclosures to exceed one-
third of the television or video display screen, the 
type size of the name of the top contributor shall be 
reduced until the top contributor’s name fits on the 
width of the screen or the entire disclosure fits within 
one-third of the television or video display screen, 
but in no case shall the type size be smaller than 2.5 
percent of the height of the screen.  
(c) An advertisement that is an independent 
expenditure supporting or opposing a candidate shall 
include the appropriate statement from Section 
84506.5 [“not authorized by a candidate…”] in the 
solid black background described in paragraph (1) of 
subdivision (b) below all other text required to appear 
in that area in a contrasting color and in Arial 
equivalent type no less than 2.5 percent of the height 
of the television or video display screen. 

 
“Committee major funding from” and “PISF Inc.” 
are not on separate horizontal lines. 
 
 
 
 
“Committee major funding from” is not underlined. 
 

 
 I trust that this letter provides enough factual and legal support for you to pull the ad placed by 
Restore Our Values.  Please feel free to contact me should you have any questions or require additional 
information.  
 
 Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 
 
     Very truly yours, 

 
     Ashlee Titus 
 


