
November 2014 | 1

       TheInformant
The Official Publication of the San Diego Police Officers Association
Volume XXXIV, No. 11                                                                              November 2014

Member Spotlight: Oscar Armenta Pg 4

Affiliate Association Highlight: GPOASC Pg 6

SDPOA Voter 
Guide Pg. 9

SDPOA Board of Directors 
Election Information Pg 8

ElEction issuE



2 | The Informant  

Tom Bostedt
Secretary

Editorial and Advertising Information

Jacqueline Rainey, Editor
858.573.1199

editor@sdpoa.org

Editorial Policy
The views or opinions expressed in The Informant 
are not necessarily the opinions of the San Diego 
Police Officers Association, the San Diego Police 
Department or any official body or agency of the City 
of San Diego.

We encourage article ideas and photographs about 
or of interest to our members.  Article abstracts, 
photos, story ideas, suggestions, letters to the editor, 
commentaries and information may be submitted in 
person, by mail or by e-mail to the editor.

Freedom of expression is assured within the bounds 
of good taste and the limits of available space.

Our target audience is law enforcement, specifically 
POA members of the San Diego Police Department.

Deadline

All copy and advertising must be submitted by the tenth 
of the month prior to the anticipated publication month; 
e.g. July 10 for the August issue.  Content submitted 
after that date may be considered for a later issue.

© San Diego Police Officers Association.  All rights reserved.  
No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in 
any form without the prior written permission of the publisher.

Committees and Committee Chairs
Legal ....................................................................Bostedt (Chair)

Political Action .......................................................Fender (Chair)

Retirement .....................................  Jordon (Chair), Tom Sullivan

Business  & Governance ......................................Fender (Chair)

Bylaws & Policy•	
Administration•	
Parliamentarian•	

Member Relations ...............................................Bostedt (Chair)

Member Communication•	
Member Relations•	

Public Relations .................................Paxton/LaValle(Co-Chairs)

Informant•	
Website•	
Charity •	

Charity Fundraising ............................................. LaValle (Chair) 

Special Events/Scholarship .................................Bostedt (Chair) 

Budget & Finance .............................................. Pidgeon (Chair)

Labor Management ...........................................Schaeffer(Chair)

Memorial...............................................................Pidgeon (Chair)

Litigation (Ad Hoc Committee) ............Officially Closed Sept. 11th

San Diego Police Officers Association
8388 Vickers Street
San Diego, CA 92111

858.573.1199 (Office)
858.573.1574 (Fax)

www.sdpoa.org

Brian R. Marvel
President

Jeff Jordon
Vice President

Mike Pidgeon
Treasurer

Mike Fender
Director

Jack Schaeffer
Director

Homayoun Nabizadeh
Director

Paul Paxton
Director

Ed LaValle
Director

Est. 1912



November 2014 | 3

It is that time of year again for 
people to have the opportunity 
to voice their opinions and to 
be heard in a variety of local, 
statewide, and federal offices 
and initiatives. This year 
we would like to stress the 
importance of participating 
in the democratic process and 
voting, regardless of your 
viewpoint or candidate of 
choice.

That being said, there are two races that are very 
important to the POA: the 52nd District Congressional 
Race and California State Proposition 47. In the District 
52 Congressional race, we have a race between Scott 
Peters and Carl DeMaio. DeMaio, as you may recall, 
has a notorious political career here in San Diego as a 
councilmember and an unsuccessful campaign for mayor. 
He is now pursuing another avenue to advance his skewed 
agenda in congress. On occasion, there are a small number 
of political figures that rise to a level of conduct to where 
they need to be defeated and an end brought to their careers. 
Carl DeMaio is one of these candidates. He claims he had 
discovered the looming financial crisis that San Diego was 
facing and that he was the person who solved it. This could 
not be farther from the truth. I recently ran across a word, 
mendacious; lying, untruthful, dishonest, deceitful, etc.  
This epitomized who Carl DeMaio is!  He is all about self-
aggrandizement at the tax payers’ expense. Beyond that, 
and most despicable, he voted against survivor benefits 
for our members!  That fact alone should guide your vote. 
On the other hand, we have worked with Scott Peters on 
several occasions and we are confident in his ability to 
represent our needs in Washington D.C. I hope you take 
this opportunity to express to elected officials that political 
extremism will not be supported or rewarded.

The California Statewide initiative Prop 47 has been called 
the Safe Neighborhood and Schools Act. You will quickly 
see that this is a complete misnomer after reading the 
initiative. It is unfortunate that anyone in law enforcement 
would support such a misleading and dangerous initiative.  
For example, possession of the date rape drug, GHB, 
would go from a felony to a misdemeanor according to 
Prop 47. I do not know how many of you have ever had an 
encounter with someone who was in possession of GHB 
for “personal consumption,” which is the assumption 
made in Prop 47. Also, Prop 47 would change any property 
crimes under $950 to a misdemeanor, including any guns. 
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by Jacqueline Rainey, Editor

Oscar Armenta will have been with 
the San Diego Police Department 
for about 12 years this coming 

January. He has recently been promoted 
to patrol Sergeant  in Eastern Division. 
This is hardly the first sign of success that 
Oscar has experienced. He has lead an 
exciting career having been assigned to 
one intriguing unit after another. 

At the time that Oscar was hired by the 
department, he was one of very few 
people that had already earned not only 
a Bachelor’s degree, but a Master’s in 
Forensic Science as well. This helped 
pave the way for the career that he had 
ahead of him, which has focused greatly 
on proactive policing, detective work and 
intelligence gathering. 

When he first started with the department, 
he was assigned to Patrol at Western 
Division. He worked there for several 
years until 2008 when he was transferred 
to the Gang Suppression Team as one of 
the uniformed officers.  “In my opinion, 
[the Gang Suppression Team] is the best 
uniformed assignment the Department 
has. No one else in the county has anything 
like it,” said Oscar. The unit is unique in that the officers 
will travel all across the city on a daily basis and they are 
often called upon by other units within the department, such 
as the robbery unit and homicide, due to their knowledge 
and experience with the local gang population. The team is 
often called upon by many outside agencies.  “It is complex, 
dynamic, and fast paced so I think that’s where I learned my 
foundation of how to do police work,” he said.  
 
Although there were many lessons learned from his 
experience on the GST, Oscar said the most important skill 
he honed was the ability to speak to people. In most of his 
assignments Oscar interacted with the toughest segment of 

Member Spotlight

Continued on Page 23...

Sergeant Oscar Armenta

society, but it was on the GST that he became quite adept 
at connecting with individuals who might not be very pro-
police.  “Officers who get assigned to this unit learn very 
quickly how to speak to people in a courteous and effective 
way. The complaints we receive in that unit are actually 
very low.”  He has been able to apply this skill in all his 
future assignments, from area station detective, Criminal 
Intelligence Unit to Homicide Investigations, to his most 
recent assignment as a Sergeant. 

After working on the GST, Oscar got promoted to Detective 
and started working out of Central Division handling a 
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It is good to 
give thanks to 
the Lord and 

to sing praises 
to His Name, 
The Most High; 
to declare His 
lovingkindness 
in the morning 
a n d  H i s 
faithfulness by 
night” (Psalm 
92:1-2).

We’re in the 
m o n t h  o f 

November and there’s a lot to be thankful for.  We’re through 
the fire-storm month of October, it’s markedly cooler and 
the smell of fall lends an air of happy expectations.  With 
school semesters winding down, the holidays just ahead and 
a new year on the horizon, a sense of renewed hope begins 
to generate.  Family and friends start to come together more, 
end-of-the-year projects are nearing their final phases, we’re 
starting to gain some perspective on what 2014 brought 
to bear and we’re beginning to anticipate having made it 
through.  Though much yet lies ahead and the problems of the 
world remain, there still persists the desire for hope; renewed 
vitality and the confidence that our lives were meant for more 
than merely punching the time clock for the daily grind of a 
living.  The seasons of life do change and we are inexorably 
moved forward in a continuum that manifests the maturing 
influence the year has had on us and the difference it will make 
as we engage the challenge and newness of what’s ahead.  We 
aren’t exactly the same as we were last year and there is the 
anticipation of another go-‘round where anything is possible, 
no matter what.  Life and human nature and the God-given 
capabilities and capacities we have in potential and possibility 
is virtually unlimited, and the resources available to us are 
greater than ever before.  The human spirit is a dauntless and 
intrepid creation of divine power and purpose, and I don’t 
believe we can ever run out of yet higher, greater and nobler 
aspirations.  Wow, all that because of November?  More of a 
Rosh Hashanah reflection…

I appreciate that Jewish High Holy Day because of what it 
both visits upon us and entrusts to us.  The beginning of the 
Jewish New Year, usually occurring at the end of September, 
commemorates the creation of Adam and Eve, the first man 
and woman, God’s crowning order of His creation.  It was 
given to the man to learn what God had made, to observe, 
identify and manage it, “…and whatever the man called a 
living creature, that was its name” (Gen. 2:19).  In so doing, 
Adam found he lacked one who corresponded to him, so God 
then “fashioned into a woman the rib which He had taken 
from the man” and Adam called her woman “because she 

was taken out of man.”  “And God cre¬ated man in His own 
image, in the image of God He created him; male and female 
He created them.  And God blessed them…” (1:27-28).The 
wonderful dynamic of what God wrought has not ceased 
since.

Through the sunrise and sunset of successive millennia, God’s 
plan for this world has unfolded with mankind at center stage.  
With the privilege of life and the power to create in a world of 
such remarkable beauty and material wonder, there is no end to 
the potential we have.  And though with Adam’s fallen nature 
and our inherited capacity for evil, yet there is still the Light of 
God’s goodness which cannot be comprehended by darkness.  
Since Cain and Able, evil crouches at the door of our life and 
its desire is to control us, but God has also given us the means 
whereby we may master it.  Whether we choose in the power 
of His Spirit to take delight in His lovingkindness, faithfulness 
and righteousness, or yield ourselves to the darkness as Cain 
did, is our choice, but we are overcomers when we finally 
choose the former, regardless of the cost.  And so we have His 
promises made sure, like a lamp shining in a dark place and 
watched like the morning star with eternity set in our hearts.  
Our hope in the truth of God’s calling upon our lives will not 
fail, “though the earth should change and the mountains slip 
into the heart of the sea… the Lord of all is with us, and is 
our stronghold” (Ps.46).  Refreshed as we are with change in 
the air and a sense of God’s enabling grace having brought us 
through yet another challenging year, our confidence rises, our 
vision for what can yet be expands, our expectation rises for 
overcoming the darkness that feigns its threat, and the hope of 
God’s assurance to finish in and through us the good work He 
has begun gives us a song and a sense of renewal.

As such, the holiday that’s planted in the middle of it all is 
Thanksgiving.  What truly marks a person who both values the 
life they’ve been entrusted with and the things commended to 
them is a heart of gratitude.  A thankful heart is a humble one 
that understands its resources as a trust of stewardship for the 
greater good of the humanity that surrounds us.  In leanness or 
in plenty, God gives us what we need to grow in wisdom and 
understanding, more and more able to aptly reflect the image 
of His grace and goodness and the confidence of knowing our 
resources in Him are adequate.  Faith in His provision, rather 
than fear in the deluded pride of our own horded means, will 
maintain in our eyes the value and respect of His image in 
others, and enable us to find our greatest joy in being a source 
of His grace to one another.

The Pilgrims lost over half their number in the first New 
World winter they bore, and were reduced to a few kernels of 
corn each per day.  But in the years of plenty that followed, 
they never skipped the first course of their lavish banquets… 
three kernels of corn.  A heritage of gratitude is their gift to us.  
“Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His loving kindness 
is everlasting” (Ps.136:1).

by Herb Smith, San Diego Police Department Chaplain

Chaplain’s 
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by Jacqueline Rainey, Editor

The Gay Peace 
O f f i c e r s 
Association of 

Southern California 
(GPOASC) has been 

operating now for about 
15-20 years now. Over the 

years, the organization’s 
name has undergone 
many changes and its 

mission statement has 
evolved to realign itself to suit the 

needs of its membership. However, 
one thing remains steady: at the core of the association 
lies the desire to provide a safe haven for officers who are 
members of the Lesbian, Gay, Bi-Sexual and Transgender 
Community. 

When AJ Ebueng-Ward became president of the GPOASC, 
he had only been a member of the association for a little 
over a year. “I always had an interest in leading. I got on 

the board in April of 2012 and in August that same year, the 
president stepped down. I had a lot of visions for making it 
better so I stepped up and went from there.” said AJ. The 
board now consists of two other members which Ward 
finds to be beneficial for carrying out the vision he has for 
building the association into something much bigger than it 
is today.

Part of his vision is to make the organization’s presence 
more known. “Back in the day, there was a certain stigma 
of being gay and in law enforcement,” explained AJ. “We 
have a few members who have been with the organization 
since its beginning and they remember a time… when you 
could be fired for being gay.” At that time the organization 
operated more or less in secrecy. This was not only due 
to the different social climate of the time, but also the 
predominating policy in the military and law enforcement 
known as “Don’t ask; don’t tell.” This legislature made it 
so that members of law enforcement and military could 
legally be fired or prohibited from enlisting in service if 

of the

Affiliate 
Association

Month Gay Peace Officers Assocation of Southern California
G.P.O.A.S.C.

www.facebook.com/gpoasc www.gpoasc.org

2014 Ford Edge 2014 F-150

Fleet Pricing Huge Inventory
Large Service Department Complete Parts & Apparel Store
State-of-the-Art Collision Repair Center Finance & Lease Programs
Extended Warranty & Security Protection

For an appointment, call one of your POA representatives:

FLEET DEPARTMENT - 619 464-7777
Mike Safford x7729, 30 years           Jerry Miller x7727, 25 years

Toll Free 888-373-9367 (888 Drew Ford)

www.drewauto.com

Continued on Page 22...
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Above. The GPOASC before the 
Los Angeles County Pride Parade 
in 2009. Left. The members of 
the GPOASC at the San Diego 
County Pride Parade in 2009.
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RONALD A. HAUSER
Attorney at Law
(619) 206-3811
(619) 741-3961

National City ♦ San Diego ♦ La Mesa

Ronald Hauser, Attorney at Law

BANKRUPTCY

RONALD A. HAUSER
Attorney at Law

(619) 206-3811
(619) 741-3961

National City ♦ San Diego ♦ La Mesa

LIVING TRUST
Law Enforcement Price:

$395.00
In-Home Appointments Available

Includes Wills and Powers of Attorney

Odd Numbered 
Months

Even Numbered 
Months

DIVORCE
Discount to Law Enforcement

DRO/QDRO $500

price through your current contract is $113/month

Pro Sound/Music For All Occasions
Weddings  Retirement/Birthday Parties 

Professional DJ/Gear/Engineer
Indoor/Outdoor Events  Reasonable Rates 

Please Call Or Email For Quote
“anything else is just noise”

TMAG SOUND
Phone: 619-540-8202  Fax: 619-589-1900

Email: tmagproductions@cox.net
Law Enforcement Owned & Operated

TMAG Sound

Attention POA Members:  
Voting for the SDPOA Board of Directors has 

begun!

polls open until november 7th 

This year, the SDPOA Board Elections will be held completely 
electronically. Log into IQue to cast your vote 24/7. 

The candidates for the primary elections are:
Brian Avera

Terry Hoskins
Ed LaValle*

Homayoun Nabizadeh*
Mike Pidgeon*
Mark Roode

David Tos
*indicates incumbent candidate

To view the candidates statements, log onto the SDPOA Member Forum.

Be sure to cast your vote and let your voice be heard!
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SDPOA 
2014 Voter Election Guide

CERTIFIED DISTRESSED
PROPERTY EXPERT©

Ask us About our Law Enforcement Rate!

ShayRealtors.com
Ray Shay

Realtor,® Broker &
Retired SDPD Lieutenant

CalBRE Broker Lic # 01354548

• Investments - 1031
 Exchanges
• First Time Home
 Buyers Programs
• Equity Home Sales
• Short Sale Specialists

The Selle√

Pays all 

Commissions!

Yolanda Iloski
(760) 803-0493

Yolanda@shayrealtors.com
CalBRE Lic# 01854384

Paul Lennon
(619) 417-7085

Paul@shayrealtors.com
CalBRE Lic# 01732960

Amber Lloyd
(760) 889-2616

Amber@shayrealtors.com
CalBRE Lic# 01713450

Kendall Savitch
(858) 414-8301

Kendall@shayrealtors.com
CalBRE Lic# 01871447

The√esa Shay

Realtor®
CalBRE Lic # 01349286

All our 
Services are at NO COST

to YOU
the Buyer!   

3 Locations to Serve You
10550 Craftsman Way, Ste. 184

San Diego, CA 92127

858-449-7355
13289 Black Mountain Rd, Ste. 6

San Diego, CA 92129
16811 Dove Canyon Rd

San Diego, CA 92127

November is a time to give thanks for all that we 
are grateful for: family, friends, and more. It 
is also a time to show our democratic spirit and 

exercise our right to vote for those who we believe best 
represent our needs and interests in our local, state, and 
federal governmnet. The SDPOA has carefully reviewed 
the candidates and issues on the ballots this November. 
After much consideration for the interests of our members 
and our community which we serve, we have compiled a 
voter guide to show who we support for the initiative and 
candidates we feel best serve our members.

No matter who you support or what stance you take on any 
particular initiative, it is of utmost improtance to participate 
in the election process. It is this right to elect our officials 
that makes this country great. Let your voice be heard and 
be an active, engaged citizen of this community and our 
country! 

National Issues
Juan Vargas Congressional District 51
Scott Peters Congressional District 52

State Issues
No on Proposition 47

State Attorney General
Kamala Harris

Assembly 
Brian Jones- Assembly District 71

Brian Maienschen- Assembly District 77
Toni Atkins- Assembly District 78

Lorena Gonzalez- Assembly District 80

State Senate
Ben Hueso State Senate District 40

REMEMBER TO VOTE 
NOVEMBER 4TH!
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STAR/PAL needs volunteers to assist with the
Jr. Chargers Training Camps!
Weekdays – September through December

The 2014 San Diego Chargers football season is now upon us!  We are looking for enthusiastic law enforcement 
officers, firefighters, and civilian volunteers who are willing to assist STAR/PAL with running the youth football 
camps during the fall and winter months.   

Camp Details: 
Camps will consist of five basic football drill stations, with each station designed to teach youth the • 
fundamentals of football, goal setting and better fitness practices.  
A few Chargers players are expected to attend each camp and interact with the youth.• 
Volunteers are asked to please arrive 30 minutes prior to camp start time to assist with camp set-up.  • 

Volunteers are needed for the following remaining camp dates:
Friday, October 3rd•	  (10:30am- 3:00pm) at Emerson Bandini Elementary 
Tuesday, October 7th •	 (1:00pm- 2:30pm) at King Chavez Excellence 
Friday, October 10th •	 (10:30am- 2:30pm) at Howard Pence Elementary 
Tuesday, October 14th •	 (10:00am- 1:30pm) at Bayside Elementary 
Wednesday, October 15th •	 (10:00am- 1:30pm) at Tierra Del Sol 
Tuesday, October 21st•	  (9:30am-2:00pm) at William H. Frazier/ Fallbrook Union Elementary 
Tuesday, October 28th •	 (1:30pm- 3:30pm) at Benito Juarez Elementary 
Wednesday, October 29th •	 (11:00am- 12:30pm) at Adams Elementary 
Tuesday, November 4th•	  (4:00pm- 5:30pm) at Montgomery-Waller Recreation Center 
Thursday, November 13th •	 (2:00pm- 3:30pm) at Hidden Valley Middle School 
Tuesday, November 18th •	 (9:30am- 1:30pm) at Central Elementary 
Wednesday, November 19th•	  (1:30pm- 5:00pm) at Boys & Girls clubs of Oceanside 
Wednesday, December 3rd •	 (10:30am- 3:00pm) at La Mesa Middle School 
Tuesday, December 16th •	 (10:00am- 2:00pm) at Hardy Elementary 
Wednesday, December 17th •	 (1:00pm-3:00pm) at Vista La Mesa Academy

To sign up, please contact STAR/PAL Officer Edwin Garrette at
(619) 531-2668 or egarrette@pd.sandiego.gov 

*Volunteering meets educational incentive guidelines for most law enforcement agencies.*

STAR/PAL brings youth & law enforcement together today...to build safer communities tomorrow.
619-531-2559 | www.starpal.org
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POA Manager’s Report
Friday October 10th marked the introduction of San Diego Police 
Department’s 102nd academy. The POA was in attendance for their pre-
orientation in order to meet and greet the newest recruits. The SDPOA 
welcomes them and their families and hopes to see them at our holiday 
events.
Congratulations go out to the members who received the May through 
September 2014 SDPOA Officer of the Shift Awards. We truly enjoy 
recognizing and rewarding your exemplary professionalism. We respect 
and appreciate the excellent work you all do on a daily basis. 
This year, we are well on our way to bringing the members who are on duty 
(and their immediate families) the POA’s traditional Thanksgiving Day 
Meal. Besides our usual variety of turkeys and ham, we will be receiving support from PANPAC by 
way of their donation of a full roasted pig. Many thanks, PANPAC!
The 2014 SDPOA Annual Charity Christmas Party featuring the Jerry Griffin Memorial Toy and 
Food Drive will be held Saturday, December 6th at the Hilton Bayfront. An E-blast went out in 
October to all members providing details for those who would like to secure a room for the night of 
the party. Rooms are going fast and will not be available much longer, so act quickly. Invitations to 
purchase seats or tables will be in the mail soon. You will not want to miss out on this great party!
Lastly, the staff and I would like to wish you and your families a warm and happy Thanksgiving. 

Be safe,

Khristina L. Smith

Angeles Police Protective League said it best, “People don’t 
steal guns to add them to their collection – they steal guns 
to commit other crimes, including murder.”  Although there 
has been strong opposition from law enforcement agencies, 
George Soros, Sean Parker of Napster and Facebook, and 
Reed Hastings of Netflix have contributed millions in support 
of this incredibly poorly written initiative.  We don’t have the 
unlimited funds our opponents have so this has to be done via 
grassroots and word of mouth.  We are asking you as someone 
in law enforcement to spread the word to friends, family and 
coworkers to vote NO on 47.

This year, the SDPOA will be moving to electronic voting 
for the three seats that are being contested on the Board 
of Directors. This will allow members to vote 24/7 from 
anywhere in the world with an internet connection. Be sure 
to review the candidate statements on the forum and make 
your selections for who you feel will best represent the 

membership. For more information on the E-Voting please 
see the reminder on page 8. I wish the best of luck to all the 
candidates on their campaign.  

Finally, I would like to wish all of you a happy and safe 
Thanksgiving.  If you are working that day, please come to 
the POA with your family and enjoy a great meal.  

All the best,

President’s Message
...continued from page 3
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by Johnny Russell, SDPD Retired

Many semesters ago while out riding my motorcycle, 
I suddenly heard a police siren. I pulled over and 
a San Diego Police Officer stopped behind me. 

He drove a white 1975 Ford Torino. The police car was all 
white with a bubblegum machine on top flashing red and 
blue. I faced straight ahead and peered into my rear view 
mirror. 

A black police officer of average height and weight got out. 
He was dressed in a tan uniform with a shiny breast badge 
and no patch insignias. He walked towards me.

“Driver’s license and registration please?” 

“Sure officer, I do something wrong?” The officer opened 
his ticket book. 

“You made a left turn in violation of the, ‘No left turn sign,’ 
see it there?” he asked. I turned to look and saw the sign 
plain as day.

 “I’m sorry officer, just last week I got a speeding ticket. 

“Tickets hurt your record. You need to slow down and pay 
attention to the road signs,” said the officer. Those words 
sounded a lot like my mom.

“Sign here,” he said. Hell! He’s written me a ticket. 

“Drive safely,” he said as he tore me off a copy, then he was 
gone.

As I just sat there brooding, I looked at the cite. The bold 
letters at the top read, “TRAFFIC WARNING.”  I breathed 
a sigh of relief then I looked at where the officer signed his 
name. It read, “A. Buggs.” I whispered to myself thank-
you. 

This was the very first time I had ever been stopped by a 
police officer that had listened and cut me some slack. I 
screwed up and should have gotten a ticket. But at least he 
listened, just as I would have had I been in his position. 
An officer that can do the job professionally and still treat 
people the way he would want to be treated, someone that 
would listen to people first?  Although I was talking about 
Officer Buggs, subconsciously I was also talking to the man 
in the mirror. 

I’d always had an interest in Law Enforcement but because 
of Officer Buggs, it became stronger. I applied and started at 
the San Diego Police Reserve Academy.  One of the recruits 
in our academy class was George “Rex” Cason. He was 
in his late thirty’s to early forty’s and had retired from the 
military. On September 14, 1978 we finished the academy 
and became San Diego Police Reserve Officers.

Still green I arrived for patrol one evening. I worked with 

Officer Archie Buggs Remembered
The 36th Anniversary of a Fallen Officer

This article originally appeared in the November 2008 issue in honor of the End of Watch of Officer Archie Buggs.
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my classmate George that night. It was about midshift, 
and we had just finished transporting two prisoners to jail. 
We got the call of an officer involved shooting and were 
reassigned.
 
Our duties were to patrol the area of 5800 to 8500 Skyline 
drive. Communications put out the description and advised 
that the suspects had just shot a police officer; they may still 
be in the area.

We looked for them and drove to the 7100 block of Skyline 
Drive. 

“I gotta stop at the scene of this shooting, I wanna know 
what happened,” I said. 

“We both wanna know, said George” 

It was November 4, 1978. I stepped out of the driver’s side 
of the police car. George got out on the other. There was a 
chill in the night air. A fur like material lined the lapels of my 
tuffy jacket. I lifted them high to cover my ears. My hands 
were cold.  I placed them deep inside my jacket pockets to 
keep them warm. 

The first officers at the scene had roped off the area with 
plastic tape bearing the words, “Police Lines Do Not Cross.” 
George and I lifted it above our heads and walked into the 
crime scene. 

We stood there and saw Archie Buggs, my inspiration as he 
lie dead at the curb, shot six times. My hands fell. I wasn’t 
cold anymore. George’s eyes got misty. “They told me he 
was shot to death making a traffic stop,” he said.

Buggs was wearing the same uniform we had on. I was 
slapped in the face with the realization that we were all 
brothers and sisters. As it has with so many of us, human 
frailty had its way. I looked at George, he and I wiped our 
eyes, it’s not easy watching a grown man cry. I looked 
away.

I was pissed, I was so damn mad I wanted to scream. 
Buggs was my motivation. I wanted to get to know 
him, perhaps work with him, and be his friend. I 
wanted to, “be like Buggs.” George and I patrolled 
the area looking for his killers. 

Another officer located the car that was used in the 
crime. The mother of the suspects owned the vehicle. 
Buggs’s two assailants were members of a street gang. 
Both of them were later taken into custody, found 
guilty and incarcerated. Archie had a huge funeral 
and was laid to rest.

What I did next I was compelled to do. I went back to the 
police academy and on July 30th 1980 I finished the 98th 
regular police academy. 

Now thirty-six years after his death,  my friend and colleague 
George has joined Archie and passed on to glory. I hope that 
during both our tours of duty we had occasion to inspire 
someone as Buggs did. It is also my sincere hope that his 
killers never gets to see the light of day again.

May Officer Archie Buggs forever rest in peace.

Story by Johnny Russell, author First Blood. For more information 
on officers of the SDPD who gave everything visit the San Diego 
Police Historical Association at: 
http://www.sandiegopolicemuseum.com/FallenHeroSet.htm

Thank You for Your Service
to Our San Diego Community

 858.566.0866
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I am about to embark on a fantastic journey and I need your help! I will run/walk the 13.1-mile race at the Las 
Vegas Rock’n’Roll Half Marathon on November 16, 2014 for the second time, to raise funds and awareness 
for research leading to improved treatment options and a cure for Crohn’s disease and ulcerative colitis. One 
in every 200 people suffer daily from these digestive diseases, many of them young children.Many of you 
know that I am one of them. I was diagnosed with Inflammatory Bowel Disease 7 years ago when I was 
only 9 years old and it has been the biggest struggle of my life. Since then, I have been more specifically 
diagnosed with Crohn’s Disease. The doctors have never told me that I am in “remission”. We are hoping 
they will find a cure soon! In the meantime we are doing all that we can to help raise funds for research. For 
those who live with these chronic, incurable diseases, life is a roller coaster of active and remitting disease. 
However, the opportunity to make life more manageable for patients who live day to day with intense pain, 
the threat of long term hospital stays and multiple surgeries has never been greater.

I am asking you to help by supporting my fundraising efforts with a donation. Your tax-deductible gift will 
make a difference in the lives of the 1.5 million patients suffering with digestive disease! Donations of all 
amounts are valuable. 

Please donate today. go to: http://online.ccfa.org/TC4Ryan
or if you prefer to, mail to:

10820 Hillcreek Road
Santee, CA 92071

checks made out to CCFA

Thank you!
Ryan Kaszycki

Help Officer Kaszycki and His Son, Ryan 
Fight Crohn’s Disease!
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5575 LAKE PARK WAY STE 100
 LA MESA, CA 91942-1669
knielsen@farmersagent.com

KATHY NIELSEN
Your Local Agent  |  License #0641500

619-698-8003

You never stop working for us. We will never 
stop working to save you money. Call today for 

personal attention and great rates!

 
 
 

 

CODE-3 
Industries, Inc. 
Serving You Since 1976 

 
 

 
 

Emergency Equipment Engineering 
4304 Twain Avenue 

San Diego, CA  92120 
(619) 280-4300  (800) 854-2183 

www.code3-eee.com  
  

 

 

The one-stop cop shop  
   for all your equipment 
      and uniform needs. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Nights are getting 
longer... 

Bring your Streamlight 
in NOW for a tune-up!  
Don't be caught in the 

dark!                    EEE is a Streamlight  
              Authorized Service Center 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SDPOA
Uniform Sale

Raffle Winners

Congratulations!

Uniform Winners Polo Shirt Winners
Brian Avera

David Lamaku

Kevin Patrick

Jay Ealson

Manuel Escalante

Bruce Getz
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Please note: Ticket prices highlighted in yellow have recently changed. 

ATTRACTION Age Member Regular Expires Limits 
*CALIFORNIA ADVENTURE 

-OR- 
DISNEYLAND 1 DAY 

Electronic, Credit Card Purchases Only 

ADULT (10+) 
CHILD (3-9) 

$92.16 
$86.40 

$96.00 
$90.00 

12/31/14 
 

8/Member 
per month 

*CALIFORNIA ADVENTURE 
& DISNEYLAND 1 DAY 

HOPPER 
Electronic, Credit Card Purchases Only 

ADULT (10+) 
CHILD (3-9) 

$138.00 
$132.48 

$150.00 
$144.00 

12/31/14 8/Member 
per month 

*CALIFORNIA ADVENTURE 
AND DISNEYLAND 2 DAY 

HOPPER 
Electronic, Credit Card Purchases Only 

ADULT (10+) 
CHILD (3-9) 

$197.47 
$185.64 

$217.00 
$204.00 

12/31/14 8/Member 
per month 

CALIFORNIA ADVENTURE & DISNEYLAND ANNUAL PASSES - Please visit Disneyland.com to 
determine which annual pass best fits your needs. Credit Cards ONLY! 

KNOTT'S BERRY FARM REG. (12+) 
JR (3-11) 

$36.00 
$28.00 

$62.00 
$33.00 

12/31/14 8/Member 
per month 

LEGOLAND-GET A SECOND 
DAY FREE 

Electronic, Credit Card Purchases Only 
*Need first and last name of 

each person* 

REG. (13+) 
JR (3-12) 

$68.00 
$63.00 

$83.00 
$73.00 

12/31/14 8/Member 
per month 

2 DAY LEGOLAND RESORT 
HOPPER– LEGOLAND, SEALIFE 

AQUARIUM & WATERPARK 
Electronic, Credit Card Purchases Only 
*Need first and last name of 

each person* 

REG. (13+) 
JR (3-12) 

$73.00 
$68.00 

$107.00 
$97.00 

12/31/14 8/Member 
per month 

*MAGIC MOUNTAIN 
Electronic, Credit Card Purchases Only 
*Need first and last name of 

each person*  
A $8.99 Processing fee applies 

GENERAL $37.99 $66.99 09/28/14 8/Member 
per month 

MEDIEVAL TIMES CA ADULT (13+) 
CHILD (-12) 

$42.65 
$32.40 

$57.95 
$37.95 

No 
expiration 

8/Member 
per month 

SAN DIEGO ZOO/ 
SAFARI PARK 

ADULT (12+) 
CHILD (3-11) 

$40.00 
$31.50 

$46.00 
$36.00 

02/24/15 
02/24/15 

8/Member 
per month 

SEA WORLD - 1 DAY ADULT (10+) 
CHILD (3-9) 

$65.00 
$65.00 

$84.00 
$78.00 

03/25/15 
03/25/15 

8/Member 
per month 

 
SEA WORLD – FUN PASS 
*Blackout Dates Apply* 

 

ADULT (10+) 
CHILD (3-9) 

$74.00 
$74.00 

$84.00 
$78.00 

12/31/14 8/Member 
per month 

SEA WORLD - AQUATICA ADULT (10+) 
CHILD (3-9) 

$31.00 
$24.00 

$40.00 
$34.00 

09/28/14 8/Member 
per month 

SEA WORLD – AQUATICA 
SPLASH PASS 

ADULT (10+) 
CHILD (3-9) 

$38.00 
$38.00 

$40.00 
$40.00 

09/28/14 8/Member 
per month 

* UNIVERSAL STUDIOS – 
3DAY 

Electronic, Credit Card Purchases Only 
*Need first and last name of 

each person* 

ALL AGES $79.00 $92.00 12/31/14 8/Member 
per month 

* UNIVERSAL STUDIOS – 
BUY ONE  DAY GET A YEAR 
Electronic, Credit Card Purchases Only 

ALL AGES $92.00 $92.00 12/31/14 8/Member 
per month 

 These tickets must be purchased electronically (at the POA store) using a credit 
or debit card with a Visa or MasterCard logo. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You must show POA membership card to purchase member tickets - NO EXCEPTIONS! 
Please call the POA store to verify ticket availability.   

All prices are subject to change without notice. 

MOVIE THEATERS MEMBER REGULAR EXPIRES Limits 
AMC – Restricted $7.00 $12.50 No expiration 

10/Member 
per month 

AMC GOLD - Unrestricted $8.50 $12.50 No expiration 
READING $7.50 $12.00 No expiration 

REGAL / EDWARDS / UNITED 
ARTIST – Restricted $7.50 $12.50 No expiration 

REGAL / EDWARDS / UNITED 
ARTIST – Unrestricted $8.50 $12.50 No expiration 
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S-XL $16.00 
XXL $18.00

SDPOA Pilsner
$6.75

Scan with your smartphone to shop online 
at our store website! www.store.sdpoa.org

*All items are subject to sales tax.

Baton $89.50
SideBreak Scabbard $32.40

SDPD Polo Shirt
S- XL: $30.00
XXL: $32.00

SDPD Shirt
S- XL: $16.00
XXL: $18.00

SDPD Military Coins
$10.00 each
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Law Enforcement Discount

$500

619.448.9545
mauzysolar.com
1551 North Cuyamaca St. 

San Diego, CA 92020

Installation, repair, and maintenance  
of solar energy systems. 

 

off any new  
solar installation

UP 
TO

Save the Date!
Join us at the 

San Diego Bayfront Hilton 
for a night of food, drink, 

dancing and more!
More info coming soon.
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Highlighting cop-friendly eateries in the City of San Diego that provide a 
full meal for under or around $8.00 using a strict 5 badge rating system. 

UC-7: An Anonymous Eater

Papa Luna’s Empanada

I think Sushi Deli has ruled the roost for many years for 
the court lunch crowd.  Their popularity is warranted; 
it’s close, inexpensive, and lightening fast.  And 

the food court at 330 West Broadway inside the Hall of 
Justice…who doesn’t love a good food court?  Just hearing 
those words inspires such confidence the meal will be 
brimming with deliciousness, right?  Oh good lord, NO.  
The lunch situation during court hours used to be a barren 
desert, but then someone opened an Empanada place…

Papa Luna’s Empanada’s is located at 1050 Columbia 
Street, two blocks from court (619) 236-8400, and are 
open Monday-Friday 7-3.  They take credit cards, and they 
have online ordering so you can order ahead before court 
breaks for lunch.  There is street parking available.  Papa 
Luna’s is fairly small; there are a few tables inside and on 
their patio, so taking your meal to go is a good idea.

Jacob and I kind of went nuts on these Empanadas.  The 
photos online made them look small and innocent, so we 
ordered ½ dozen.  I had the Empanada de Choclo, ($3.45) 
with Sweet corn, Cotija cheese, and Fire Roasted Peppers, 
the Thai Butternut, ($3.45) with Butternut squash, Yellow 
curry, and Lemongrass, and the Kickin Chicken, ($3.45) 
with chicken, Pepper Jack cheese, and Caramelized onion.  
Jacob had the Camarones  Y Tocino, ($3.95) with shrimp, 
bacon, Siracha cream slaw, and cilantro, the Sunny Goat, 
($3.95) with Goat cheese, Italian sausage, and Sun-dried 
tomato, and the Caribbean, ($3.95) with Blackened ahi, 
Mango salsa, and Napa cabbage.

First off, these Empanadas are MUCH bigger in person; 
they are as large as a sandwich.  For the sake of space, I’ll 
talk about the standouts.  My favorite was the Empanada 
de Choclo, because I swoon over Sweet corn and Cotija 
cheese.  The corn was crisp and sugary and blended well 
with the mild cheese.  The peppers added just the right 
amount of bite.  Jacob’s favorite was the Camarones Y 
Tocino, because, we all need more bacon!   Jacob loved 
the combinations of shrimp and bacon with the Siracha 
cream slaw.  Bacon is nearly the reason for living, so 
bacon+Siracha=almost too much goodness to handle.  We 
both loved the Caribbean.  This was a deathly hot day, so 
the ahi, Mango salsa, and cabbage slaw were a welcome 
cool, refreshing relief to the palate after the other rich 
flavors.  The Mango salsa had a good balance of sweet 
and spicy.  

Papa Luna’s makes their Empanada’s from scratch 
everyday.  Their sauces are made in-house, and they have 
several vegetarian options.  They definitely upped the ante 
for delicious, but still healthy lunch choices for downtown 
court.  

Papa Luna’s Empanadas is an excellent choice for the cop 
who has to spend all day at court, who wants a healthy, 
delicious meal, at fair price.  I am giving Papa Luna’s 3.75 
badges.                                                                                                                                 
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people sometimes,” AJ explained. In addition, AJ talked 
about his newest project his has in mind for the GPOASC to 
help educate people about the LGBT community. His plan 
is to set up a booth in neighborhoods in Los Angeles and 
San Diego and disseminate information and educational 
material relevant to the LGBT community such as HIV 
testing, hate crimes, and dealing with homophobia. It would 
also serve as a means to simply let more people know that 
the GPOASC exists and that they are here to help.

Ultimately, AJ Ebueng-Ward wants to spread the word 
that the GPOASC is a valuable resource for LGBT Peace 
Officers, straight officers, and the community at large. The 
GPOASC prides itself on finding the right balance between 
bringing the organization and its members out into the 
public while also providing the utmost confidentiality for 
its members. With AJ at the helm, it is safe to assume that 
the GPOASC has a bright and promising future.

Top. The group that attended the 2013 GPOASC Annual Palm 
Springs trip. Bottom. A few of the members of the GPOASC 
at the 2013 Los Angeles Pride Parade. 

they were openly gay. “At that time, the GPOA was more of 
an underground group. Officers would have to go out to the 
desert, usually Palm Springs, just to get away and socialize 
and network with other gay or lesbian officers as a sort of 
support system for each other. Then they’d have to go back 
to LA or San Diego and go back to their jobs as usual,” said 
AJ. 

Over the years, the policy had become highly contested 
and In 2011, Don’t Ask; Don’t Tell was officially repealed. 
Since then, the organization and many others like it have 
become increasingly more public and widespread. “We 
are a Southern California- based organization, but we have 
some members that are from Denver, some from Northern 
California. We have members from over 100 different law 
enforcement agencies , some I had never even heard of 
before,” said AJ.The organization has a huge Rainbow Flag 
that has been around for over a decade with patches from 
the different agencies that the members have come from 
over the years. “It’s great to look at it and reminisce on all 
the memories.” 

AJ and the members have been working to increase 
people’s awareness of the organization, not just within 
law enforcement, but the community as well. In the 
beginning,the members of the organization were simply 
looking for a social group where they could be themselves 
and have a resource for support. Now that times are 
changing and people are more comfortable, the GPOASC 
is really focusing on getting involved with the community. 
Since the organization covers a lot of territory, it can be a 
challenge to do a lot of hands-on community work. “We 
currently do not have the membership or the resources to do 
a huge charity event like a golf tournament or anything like 
that,” said AJ. So, their solution was to add a charity aspect 
to their major existing social events. For example, at their 
annual Christmas party, they also have a charity drive to 
benefit the LA County LGBT Youth Center. “We like to go 
to the Youth Center first and see what they need. Last year, 
they told us they needed clothes for the kids to wear for job 
interviews. By the end, we had two huge buckets full of 
clothes to donate,” said AJ. 

One of the major goals AJ has is to help educate people 
about the organization and its members. He has been 
teaching the LBGT portion of the cultural awareness training 
at the regional academy for about four years. “We cover 
everything from the symbols in the gay community like the 
Rainbow Flag, to homophobia both on the street and in the 
workplace. We also focus a good deal of time on covering 
transgender issues because it can be confusing for a lot of 

GPOASC
...Continued from Page 6
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(951) 595-3180
echerbert@gmail.com
32675 Temecula Parkway, Suite A
Temecula, CA 92592
www.camoves.com/ernest.herbert
Operated by a subsidary of NRT LLC.
RETIRED SAN DIEGO POLICE OFFICER

ERNIE HERBERT
REALTOR®

BRE:00702740

Selling Temecula / Murrieta / South Riverside County
Experienced Full-Time Real Estate Broker

Hotel Motel Voucher Program
Charitable Program Celebrates it’s 11th Year!

by Raymond Battrick, SDPD

There are times each year when San Diego Police 
Officers come across people who are suddenly 
homeless or are victims of crimes that cause them 

to be homeless.  In the past, officers have pooled their own 
money and used contacts within the community to help 
citizens with temporary shelter at a hotel or motel.  Eleven 
years ago the Hotel Motel Voucher Program was started to 
make sure that people in need could get a place to stay more 
efficiently.  Officers and their families started the program 
with a few donations.  The San Diego Union ran a story 
about the program a short time later and more donations 
came in.  The program has continued all these years with 
a few donations that continue and a reserve fund. The San 
Diego Police Officers Association provides assistance to 
this program by way of useful services. This has allowed 
us to use 100% of all donations to help over 150 people in 
need.  

This article is intended to remind officers and detectives that 
this program is available for them to use.  The program is 
for people who suddenly become homeless due to assaults, 
victims of theft, disaster victims, or are witnesses to crimes 
and need to be interviewed the next day.  It is not for the 

chronic homeless or people that would be disruptive at 
the hotels.  The person must have identification and will 
be responsible for any incidentals or damage to the room.  
A phone call to the Watch Commanders Office will get 
the process started.  There are five properties that offer 
discounted rooms for us to use.  The Watch Commanders 
Office can help you find a place that has a room available.  
Ultimately, the Homeless Outreach Team will make contact 
with the citizen if necessary in a timely manner and offer 
additional assistance.  If you need further information about 
this program, please contact Sergeant Ray Battrick at the 
Watch Commanders Office.
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The San Diego Police Historical Association proudly presents the

A.D. Brown Christmas Luncheon
A Tradition Since 1974

Thursday, December 4, 2014  9AM – 2PM

Holy Trinity Church located at Ballard and Redwood in the City of El Cajon.
Open to all active duty, retired and the few friends in between who once served 

but left us early.  
Come by and enjoy old friends and fresh food.  

To reserve your seat simply fill out the information below and mail it to:
San Diego Police Historical Assoc. 

1401 Broadway  MS 734 
San Diego, CA 92101 

Call 619-726-6151 with any questions

NAME:_______________________________________________________   
PHONE:________________________

Number of seats @ $20 each: ___                                                             
Total:___________________

Annual POA Thanksgiving Meal
Save the Date!

Once again the POA will be hosting a 
Thanksgiving meal for on duty POA 

members and their immediate family. 
(Attendance would be at the discretion of your command.)
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great mixture of cases that ranged from petty thefts to street 
robberies and shootings. Oscar was then transferred to the 
elite Criminal Intelligence Unit (CIU) where he worked as 
a liaison to Mexico and monitored and gathered intelligence 
on Mexican cartels. The mission of the unit was originally to 
act simply as a liaison between SDPD and Mexican Police. 
Over the years, it has evolved beyond that and now serves as 
an intelligence unit that works to combat organized crime, 
specifically cartels.  While in working CIU Oscar was able 
to work with many outside agencies including the LAPD, 
FBI, DEA and CIA. Oscar worked in this unit for several 
years, making almost daily trips into Mexico. After that, he 
transferred to the Homicide Unit, an assignment he loved. 
Oscar enjoyed the homicide callouts and cases. He said, 
“I worked with some of the best detectives in homicide. 
The unit operates efficiently and smoothly in conjunction 
with lab personnel. Working homicide was personal and 
professional goal of mine.”  It was there that he took the 
Sergeant’s exam and got promoted in August of 2014. 

Although his new role is quite different than most of the 
work he has been doing for the majority of his career, he is 
excited to be back in uniform and working in Patrol. Oscar 
is looking forward to being in a position of influence to help 
retain all of the very qualified officers he knows we have 
and show them that the work they do is appreciated by him 
and the department. “I know I do not have control over their 
paychecks, but I want to keep them happy, treat them with 
respect. That is sometimes even more important than the 
paycheck and I want to meet their needs in any area that I 
can control,” said Oscar.

It is clear that Oscar has a natural predisposition for handling 
some of the toughest work in the department. Oscar grew 
up in South Central Los Angeles in a rough neighborhood 
patrolled by LAPD’s Newton Division, that are earned the 
nickname “Shootin’ Newton.” He recalls first being drawn 
to law enforcement at age 5 because he saw so much of 
them. He remembers on almost a daily basis, he and his 
father would sit on the stairs and watch the LAPD deal with 
the gang members that permeated the neighborhood. “My 
father would always remind me- ‘Remember, the men in 
blue are the good guys,’ and I have just always kept that 
with me,” said Oscar. In 1993, he moved from LA to San 
Diego to attend San Diego State University. He worked his 
way through undergrad and grad school. He always knew 

he wanted to do law enforcement, but he was not entirely 
sure where he would end up. After working for a couple 
years at his job he held in college, he applied to San Diego 
Police Department and the rest is history.  

When you first meet Oscar, you would not be able to tell that 
he has worked in some of the most dangerous and taxing 
assignments in the department. He has a friendly, warm 
and sincere demeanor that puts you at ease. In this line of 
work it is important to have a good attitude and mindset. 
“I never come to work or leave work upset. There will be 
times during work that I get upset, but at the end of the day, 
I love the job and I am proud of what I do.” Although he has 
had a long list of assignments that are very serious in nature, 
he still likes to keep things light when appropriate. “I love 
to laugh and making the people I work with laugh,” said 
Oscar. “People know me for being able to do really good 
voice impressions.” 

Another way the Oscar likes to unwind is by working out 
when he can. He enjoys mountain biking and working out 
with kettlebells. “I’m not someone who likes to spend hours 
upon hours at the gym, so kettlebells are great because they 
are challenging and have a lot of bang for the buck,” he 
said. 

When Oscar goes into work, his motto that he takes with 
him in his mind is simple: Come home. He does everything 
in his power to make sure he and his team comes home. He 
knows that the people he works with every day are special 
and they are great at what they do. For twelve years, Oscar 
has been a loyal and respected officer of the San Diego 
Police Department and he would never consider going 
anywhere else. “We are the 8th largest city in America and 
yet we have one of the lowest violent crime rates, and I 
think that is due to the proactive police work that we do,” 
said Oscar.  Oscar Armenta has been an integral part of this 
proactive police work and will bring a great perspective as 
he embarks on his journey as a sergeant. Congratulations on 
the promotion and thank you for your years of hard work 
and dedication. 

Member Spotlight: Oscar Armenta
...Continued from Page 4
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F I R S T  A N N U A L
BLUE FRIDAY

SALE

Three generations of service in both fine jewelry and law enforcement.

Benefiting the SDPOA Widows and Orphans Fund

A unique selection of the finest jewelry 
on sale for this event featuring

Rings
Earrings
Pendants
Bracelets 
Diamonds

Gemstones
Gold
Platinum
Sterling

...and much, much more!
Featured Designers will be here with 

special Holiday Selections!

Special selections up to 70% off our regular 
prices!

Lay Away for the Holidays
VISA, Mastercard, AmericanExpress 

Law Enforcement and Fire pay NO SALES 
TAX during this event

2812 Fletcher Parkway in El Cajon, Corner of Fletcher Parkway and Navajo Road in the VONS Shopping Center
* 619-698-3583 * www.diamondsltd.com *

10% of all sales go directly to the SDPOA 
Widows & Orphans Fund

Refreshments, Prizes, and surprises
throughout the event!

Friday, November 14
10am - 8pm

Saturday, November 15
10am - 6pm

Not pictured: Ed Zwibel
SDPD #5475- Eastern Division

antique police cars on 

display!

Always cash buyers of diamonds, gold, and unwanted jewelry!

Come see all the beautiful 
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Remembrance
In

Archie C. BuggsMichael J. BushmanThomas A. Keays

End of Watch: 4 November 1978 
Officer Buggs was shot and killed 
during a routine traffic stop of two 
suspects under the influence of 

PCP.

End of Watch: 25 November 1963
Officer Bushman died after his car 
left the road in a single-vehicle 
accident.

End of Watch: 20 November 1937 
Fifteen minutes after pulling a body 
from beneath a streetcar, Sgt. Keays 

died of a heart attack.

READY TO RETIRE?
Whether you plan to play golf, travel the world, or spend 
more time with your family, determining your retirement 
needs is the first step in defining how the assets you’ve 
worked hard to build, keep working for you.
Planning for your retirement can be a daunting task.  
If you’re nearing retirement, we can work with you to 
evaluate your needs and develop a sound strategy that 
seeks to achieve your goals and provide confidence.
Contact our office today for more information or to 
schedule a consultation.  Experienced with direct rollover 
options for DROP and 401k plans.

Christine L. Dellacato
Registered Principal, Branch Manager
8356 Allison Avenue, Suite C, La Mesa, CA 91942
619.697.8792 cdellacato@summitbrokerage.com 

 Member FINRA/SIPC       
 

1. 
2. 
3. 

1. Download our FREE Mobile App

2. Login to Mobile Banking

3. Manage Your Finances
• Check account balances
• View accounts history
• Transfer funds between accounts
• Pay bills

Available for your smartphone or tablet.
Search “San Diego Metropolitan CU”

www.sdmcu.org
Federally insured by NCUA

Have you tried METRO’s 
new MOBILE APP?

It’s as Easy as 1-2-3 Tap!
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Coupon Expires
December 31, 2014
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Retired Lieutenant Greg Drilling and Detective Eric Drilling 
At the Sturgis Motorcycle Rally in Sturgis, South Dakota in August 

2014.

Detective Robert Meisner  AKA “Cosmo”
Taking a break while visiting family on the 

Boardwalk in Ocean City, Maryland.

If you have recently taken your copy of The Informant on the road with you, please share your pictures!  
If your picture is featured, the member who sends in the photo will receive a pair of movie tickets and our appreciation!

Active and retired SDPOA members should send submissions to Jacqueline at editor@sdpoa.org.

Road
Retired Detective Karen Zawacki 
Standing at the entrance of the Brandenburg 
Gate in Berlin, Germany where east and west 
were divided when the Berlin wall was in 
place.

On the
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Law Enforcement Discount

10%

619.448.9545
mauzyair.com
1551 North Cuyamaca St. 

San Diego, CA 92020

Installation, repair, and maintenance of heating & cooling 
systems. Mauzy works with all makes and models.

 

off heating & 
cooling services

Stone Fabrication 

Stone Installation
  

Stone Restoration

SDPOA
Member Owned

 Mention this ad 
and 5 % of each sale 
will be donated to the 

Widows and 
Orphans Fund.
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   Classified Ads and Vacation Rentals    
National City:  3 bed/ 1 ½ bath/1 living room/1 great room w/ fireplace, newly renovated post WII house, fenced in backyard 
with gardener, Solar panels/tubes (pay 25.00 fee to be on grid and little to no electrical charge), tenant pays utilities, flexible 
1 year lease for in-training/moving, 2200.00 (Police/Military 2100.00), 1 month deposit, please call 619-962-3298 for more 
information.
Family of late Hugh B. French of SDPD has plot for sale at El Camino Memorial Park’s Firefighters and Police Officers Memorial 
Lawn. This plot is part of the parcel of the 46 founding families  located right at the Plaza. 
Plot #: 253F. Asking price: $3950. For further information please contact Carol French 615-245-8791 or email cif@cox.net.
Big Bear Lake Vacation Home - A modern 3-bedroom, 2-bath home furnished with rustic/mountain decor. Amenities include 
WiFi, fireplace, 4 cable TVs/ DVD players and a full kitchen. The cabin has a hot tub and BBQ on the deck.  It is next door to Alpine 
Slide at Magic Mountain and a short walk to the lake, Village, shops and restaurants. Call Teresa at (619) 249-9284 for booking 
at discounted rates of: $175 - $250 a night, depending on requested dates.  Or you can visit WWW.BIGBEARCOOLCABINS.COM   
“TC’S CABIN” for photos and approximate availability.
Big Bear Cabin – Big Bear Cabin – a 4 bedroom, 2 bath cabin with a fully fenced backyard. The Big Bear Lake cabin has two 
fireplaces, Wi-Fi, cable TVs, washer/dryer, dishwasher, microwave, etc.  The cabin is located two blocks from Mallard Lagoon at 
Big Bear Lake. Please email jordan4956@att.net for all the information and photos or call (858) 205-4044.  The cabin is only 
advertised for law enforcement and as such the prices are below market rate.
Rosarito Beach, Mexico – just steps from the beach, beautiful ocean view with spectacular sunsets.  Gate guarded, located at 
K38, a world-renowned surfing spot and only 20 miles from the border. Outside firepit and sundeck, living room, family room both 
with fireplaces. Two bedrooms, sleeps eight, two bathrooms.  Enjoy the clean skies and stars at night, smell the ocean air and 
listen to the waves.  Reasonable rates, come relax and enjoy!  Call Sandy Redding at 619-444-9174.
Big Bear Lake – Beautiful two-story mountain cabin.  Secluded in pine trees with view. Fireplace, sundeck, stained glass windows, 
beautifully furnished. Sleeps 9 people comfortably.  Nearby boating, fishing, swimming, water skiing, parasailing, jet skiing, wind 
surfing, golfing, horseback riding, hunting, hiking, snow skiing (winter). Or simply just get away and relax. Visit Big Bear’s Zoo, 
take an exciting ride on the Alpine Slide, or unwind and take a dip in Pan Hot Springs (Big Bear’s own natural hot springs mineral 
pool). Experience the crisp, clean, pine-scented mountain air and leave your cares behind. Rent for the weekend, week or month. 
Reasonable rates. Call Sandy Redding 619-444-9174.
Coconut Coast in Kapaa, Kauai – One bedroom condo with full kitchen in the Planation Hale, a 160-unit, 9-acre complex run week-
to-week vacation rentals (www.plantation.hale.com).  Special law enforcement rate (active and retired police, firefighters and friends 
in San Diego County). To book, call Sue and use “code law,” at 1-800-775-4253.  Sleeps 4 adults and 2 children, with daily maid 
service.  Any problems, call Jack Freitas, SDPD retired.
Lake Havasu City, Arizona – New vacation home in the heart of Lake Havasu City. The home has three bedrooms and two baths with 
an additional detached guesthouse furnished as a second master suite, making it perfect for two couples plus kids/guests. Amenities 
include full granite kitchen, in-ground pool and Jacuzzi, fireplace, 50” TV & entertainment center, BBQ, and lots of off-street parking. The 
home is 5 minutes from all attractions including London Bridge and the lake, golf, desert sports, and shopping! Available by the day or 
get the week discount.  Great law enforcement rates. Call J.K. Hudgins, CIU 619-247-6978, or Chuck Arnold, ICAC 619-890-8527.
K-38 Baja Mexico - One bedroom ground level condo located at the popular K-38 surf location (1 hour from San Diego, 10 min south 
of Rosarito). Sit on the deck and watch the surf, surfers, and sunsets. Secure, gate guarded complex. Sleeps 4, California King bed in 
master and a queen murphey bed in living area. Fully equipped kitchen, BBQ, fireplace, outside patio table, and large sun deck. Perfect 
for a romantic weekend get-away or a week of surfing. Call Eric Johnson 619-651-7600, SDPD retired. 

EVERGREEN 
TREE SPECIALIST

Certified Arborist 
#WE-3509-A

Complete Tree Service
Lacing  Stump Grinding 

Pruning  Complete Removal
Edward Gross - Owner

619-850-9583 Cell
619-255-3719 Fax

Fully Licensed & Insured

Tree Care 
and 

Removal

Affordable 
Rates

Expert Witness  Contractor’s Lic #731377

SPECIALIZING IN: I OFFER:

INTEGRITY

FREE MARKET ANALYSIS 

©2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC fully 
supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each Coldwell Banker 

Denise Zimmern | 1
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SDPOA Board Minutes
Board of Directors Meeting

September 11, 2014
   0830 hours

Directors present: Marvel, Schaeffer, 
Jordon, Pidgeon, LaValle, Bostedt, 
Nabizadeh, Fender

Directors excused: Paxton

MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE:

S. Creighton, M. Herring, J. Mackay

OTHERS PRESENT: 

K. DeCrescenzo, J. von Kalinowski 
V. Davidson, M. Leslie, T. Pavia, J. 
Cunningham, K. Koltai, J. Zulauf, S. 
Winder, S. McKinney, B. Fields, K. 
Smith (recorder)

OPENING OBSERVANCES

President Marvel called the meeting to 
order at 0830 hours and led all present 
in the Pledge of Allegiance. There was 
a	 moment	 of	 silence	 for	 the	 Officers	
killed in the line of duty in the past as 
well as those who lost their lives on 
this day 13 years ago on 9/11/01. There 
were	8	officers	killed	in	the	line	of	duty	
Nationwide since the August board 
meeting. There were 5 San Diego Police 
officers	killed	in	the	month	of	September.	
Henry Goodrich (9/7/1940), Kimberly 
Tonahill (9/14/1984), Timothy Ruopp 
(9/16/84), Ronald Davis (9/17/1991), 
Robert McPherson (9/30/1929).

NON-AGENDA MEMBER 
COMMENTS:

None.•	

1. MEMBER PRESENTATIONS:

Member Mark Herring with Crime •	
Stoppers approached the board and 
requested a sponsorship of $1,000 
to go towards this year’s Light the 
Night Against Crime, 5K event. 
Moved to Charity. 
Member James Mackay •	

approached the board and requested 
information regarding receiving an 
extra .50 cents an hour in pay for 
maintaining a commercial license to 
drive this van. Discussion occurred. 
Mackay will get some more 
information on this and direct it to 

the POA labor management chair. 

PRESENTATIONS:

Karen DeCrescenzo and Judy •	
von Kalinowski gave an update 
regarding	 the	 survey,	 traffic	 issue	
and bilingual pay. Discussion 
occurred. 
Mark Leslie with the SDCTA •	

introduced himself as the newest 
President on the tax board. Leslie 
gave an overview of issues his 
association will be educating the 
public on. Leslie requested funding 
to start this education plan. Leslie 
also invited those interested to run 
for the SDCTA board. 
Kristina Koltai with Jersey •	

Mike’s presented the POA with a 
check for $7,439.00 for the recent 
Jersey Mike’s/SDPOA Widows 
and Orphans Annual fundraiser 
proceeds. 

2. PAC

Fender reported regarding Scott •	
Peters
Prop 47- POA will follow PORAC’s •	

lead.
M/S Fender/ Schaeffer for a $100 •	
gift	card	for	a	raffle	prize	for	PORAC’s	
Region	4	meeting.	Opposed:	Pidgeon.	
Paxton absent. 7-1-1.

3. PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE

a. Charity: 
Requests for POA:

Request for POA to sponsor the •	
NLPOA SD Metro 2014 Comedy 
Night by purchasing a table for 
$400. 
M/S Pidgeon/Nabizadeh for $200 for 
a straight donation. Opposed: Paxton, 
Marvel. Absent for vote: LaValle, 
Fender. 5-2-2.
Request for POA to sponsor CPI’s •	

17th Anniversary Gala
Declined.

b. Informant: 

The member spotlight for •	
November will be Sgt. Oscar 
Armenta and the unit highlight 
will	 be	 replaced	 with	 an	 affiliate	
Association of the POA for the next 
few months. November will be the 

Gay	 Police	 Officers	Association	 of	
Southern California. Jeff Skiba will 
be the member spotlight for the 
month of December.   

c. Website: 

No report•	

d. Fundraising Committee: 

LaValle reported regarding a •	
meeting he attended with a new 
potential POA charity donor. 
LaValle reported on some ideas for •	

next year’s golf tournament.  
Marvel reported on the past •	

charity income history. Discussion 
occurred.  

4. RETIREMENT

Jordon reported regarding •	
Verdone’s retirement upcoming. 
The discount rate is being •	

considered by Cheiron to be lowered 
from 7.25% to 7%. This would 
cause the ARC payment to increase 
largely. This could as much as $27 
million dollars depending on a vote.
The City is moving forward •	

with implementing changes to the 
industrial	disability	benefits	to	offer	
to our members. Changes will be 
voted on by the public in June of 
2016. 

5. MEMBER RELATIONS

Bostedt reported on a couple email •	
votes by the board. 

6. LABOR / MANAGEMENT 
COMMITTEE

Assistant Chief Creighton reported •	
regarding	 their	 first	 meeting.	
One issue that was discussed was 
regarding the bilingual testing. There 
will be more to report after the next 
LM meeting. 
Assistant Chief Creighton reported •	

regarding the gym equipment will 
be assessed to meet the needs of each 
division. 
Marvel	 brought	 up	 a	 confidential	•	

issue that will be discussed at the 
next LM meeting as well. 
Discussion occurred regarding the •	

attrition rate. 

7. LEGAL
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Bostedt updated regarding an issue that will be •	
discussed at LM. 

8. SPECIAL EVENTS/SCHOLARSHIP 
COMMITTEE

The SDPOA Family Picnic was cancelled this year. •	
Discussion occurred regarding some new ideas for 
the future. 

9. BUDGET-FINANCE

a. Status report

Pidgeon and Riccio reported on the monthly •	
financial	status	of	the	POA	accounts.
M/S	 Bostedt/LaValle	 to	 approve	 the	 treasurer’s	•	
report	 for	 this	 month.	 Unanimous.	 8-0-1.	 Paxton	
absent. 
M/S	Marvel/Schaeffer	to	spend	$40,000	to	replace	•	
POA	 Hall	 flooring.	 Unanimous.	 LaValle,	 Fender	
absent	for	vote.	7-0-2.	
Marvel raised the discussion regarding the POA’s •	
capital	 improvements	 for	 this	 next	 fiscal	 year.	
Marvel will get more information on upgrading the 
upstairs copy room.

10. BUSINESS AND GOVERNANCE 
COMMITTEE

a. Administrative: 
There were 2 email polls read. •	
Bostedt reported on the quotes he received for the •	

fencing to be added to the back side of the POA 
building. Discussion occurred. The board would 
like to go with the commercial grade fencing.
Fender reported regarding a member issue. •	

Discussion occurred.
Fender	fixed	the	Hall	kitchen	faucet.•	

b. By-Laws:
No report. •	

c. Minutes:
M/S	Fender/Schaeffer	 to	 accept	 the	August	 2014	•	

Board Meeting Minutes with no corrections. 
Unanimous.	Paxton,	Pidgeon	absent	for	vote.	7-0-2.

11. MILESTONE REPORT
Add:	Update	board	policy	to	reflect	current	FY15	•	

budget on per diem policy. Assigned to Fender. 
LaValle will complete the charity BBB portion.•	

12. LAW ENFORCEMENT MEMORIAL 
COMMITTEE

Pidgeon updated regarding the member payroll •	
deduction forms going out to any members  
Pidgeon reported the memorial car has been •	

approved. 
Pidgeon will work with Van Wulven on the motors •	

memorial trips. 
M/S	 Pidgeon/Marvel	 for	 a	 stipend	 for	 5	 officers	•	

REMINDER: The next Board Meeting is 
scheduled for Thursday, November 13, 2014 
at 8:30 am in the POA Board Room.
If you have a specific topic you would like to address with the 
board, please email Khristina at ksmith@sdpoa.org by Thursday, 
November 6th to be added to the agenda.  If you’d like to sit in 
and listen to the discussion, but do not have a specific topic, 
please feel free to drop in.

Khristina Smith
Manager

Executive Assistant

Manuel Ovalle
Store Clerk

San Diego Police Officers  
Association Staff

Jacqueline Rainey
Communications Coordinator  

Editor, The Informant

Kayla Williams
Receptionist/ 

Administrative Assistant

for	$500	National	and	5	officers	$100	each	for	State	and	4	
motor	officers	for	$100	each.	$100	each	for	2	Honor	Guard	
Officers.	 Total	 of	 $3,600	 from	 the	POA	Memorial	Fund.	
Unanimous.	8-0-1.	Paxton	absent.

13. OLD BUSINESS
Nabizadeh made a request of the board regarding •	

policies. 

14. NEW BUSINESS 
Director Mike Fender is this year’s election chair. This •	

year’s election will be held electronically
LaValle will get some plans on a possible memorial. •	
Jordon spoke of a possible overtime issue. •	
By direction of the board, there was a 2 month ad •	

(October/November 2014) approved to be placed in The 
Informant regarding a “Blue Friday” sale for members.

Meeting adjourned at 1523 hours.
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The San Diego Police Officers Association is looking 
for Corporate Sponsors for The Informant. Corporate 
sponsors will have their logo featured on the back 
cover of The Informant as a part of the sponsorship 

package.  
 

Interested parties should contact  
Jacqueline Rainey:  858-573-1199 | editor@sdpoa.org

WINNER

ARE	YOU	MOVING??			Please	be	sure	to	let	the	POA	Office	know.		
The Department does not inform the POA of any change of address.

The SDPOA is Proud to Support 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT #52
SCOTT PETERS ON

PROP 47
VOTE NO

Californians for Safe Neighborhoods & Schools is anything BUT! 
Don’t be fooled by the name.


