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Re: Public Records Request 

 

 Thank you for your 4 April 2015 letter on behalf of the Office of Governor of the State of 

California acknowledging you have located records responsive to the document request of 25 

March 2016.  Under the Public Records Act (PRA) and Art I, Sect 3 of the California State 

Constitution, we are expanding our 25 March 2016 request (Expanded Request) to include San 

Onofre nuclear power plant-related writings between the California Public Utilities Commission 

(CPUC) and the Governor’s office.  As explained in the attached 21 August 2015 CPUC letter 

(Exhibit 1), the CPUC withheld or redacted sixty-seven records of communication to or from 

employees of the Governor’s office relating to San Onofre.    

 

 We are requesting the Governor to waive all privileges and exemptions, and instead, to 

release and authorize the release of all writings responsive to the Expanded Request.  In enacting 

the PRA, the legislature recognized in Government Code § 6253(e) that the PRA established the 

“minimum standards” for making public records available to the public.  The Governor is free to 

allow greater access to records than the PRA prescribes.  The Governor is free to waive any 

exemption or privilege so that the public may have access to the records sought.  

 

 The public interest in disclosure far outweighs any interest in confidentiality.  Between 

2007 and 2015, there have been four major catastrophes causing loss: 22 deaths, 240 injuries 

(including 124 firefighters), hundreds of homes destroyed, and billions of dollars in damages.  

San Diego Gas & Electric equipment caused the catastrophic fires in San Diego in 2007.  A 

Pacific Gas & Electric 30-inch gas pipe caused the San Bruno explosion and fire in 2010.  

Southern California Edison’s defective steam generators caused the San Onofre nuclear power 

plant to close in 2012, and a SoCalGas gas well caused a methane leak in 2015 creating massive 

greenhouse gas emissions for half a year.   
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 Amongst those innocent victims killed in the San Bruno explosion and fire were 44 year-

old Jacqueline Greig and her 13 year-old daughter.  Jacqueline was employed in the CPUC’s 

Office of Ratepayer Advocate.  

 

 

 

 

 

 The death toll, loss of homes, and billions of dollars in damages were not enough of a 

wake-up call at the CPUC to trigger any authentic reform at the CPUC.  Instead, CPUC and 

utility officials went underground to plot how to make ratepayers and taxpayers pay the billions 

in damages caused by misfeasance and malfeasance of the CPUC and utility officials.  (See 

Attached CPUC Malfeasance Report, Exhibit 2) 

 

 Thanks to the work of investigators in the Attorney General’s office, a game-changing 

piece of evidence was recovered from the desk drawer in the home of former CPUC President 

Michael Peevey.  The notes recorded the framework of an illegal agreement between Peevey and 

Southern California Edison (SCE) to make ratepayers pay over $3.3 billion for the closed San 

Onofre power plant. The meeting was held at the Bristol Hotel in Warsaw, Poland between 

CPUC President Michael Peevey, and long-time SCE legal counsel, Stephen Pickett.  A copy of 

the notes they made at the secret meeting are shown here:  

 

Jacqueline and her daughter 

Janessa Greig were killed in the 

San Bruno explosion 
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 A superior court judge has found there to be probable cause to believe felonies were 

committed in connection with the scheme to make ratepayers pay for the closed nuclear plant. 

Please see the attached affadvait (Exhibit 3) filed in support of a search warrant in which the 

Supeior Court determined there was cause to believe felonies had been committed.  

 

 There is evidence that the Governor was in direct contact with SCE officials while the 

scheme to make ratepayers pay for San Onofre was underway.  For example, three months after 

the clandestine March 2013 meeting in Warsaw, Poland, SCE’s Chief Executive Officer spoke 

directly to the Governor in June 2013 about San Onofre:  

 

 Warsaw RSG Notes p. 1 Warsaw RSG Notes p. 2 
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 Other evidence shows the scheme to make ratepayers pay for the closed San Onofre plant 

was part of a larger pattern of CPUC decisions favoring utility investor interests over utility 

customers. San Onofre’s failure started a chain reaction that resulted in ratepayers having to pay 

for more expensive replacement power taken mostly from natural gas plants in the Los Angeles 

area.  There are many emails showing the Governor and his staff were involved in the 

replacement power for San Onofre:  
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 Wall Street giant JP Morgan controlled the plants, and with the help of a former Southern 

California Edison (SCE) procurement employee, used the gas fired plants to illegally inflate 

electricity prices.   The United States Senate Permanent Subcommittee reported on JP Morgan’s 

manipulation of the electricty prices:  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 A third and direct consequence of closing the San Onofre plant has been the decision to 

bury 3,600,000 pounds of nuclear waste on the shoreline in San Diego.  The decision has drawn 

intense public interest and distrust of the CPUC and the utilities, as illustrated in a recent Union 

Tribune Editorial Cartoon:  

 



April 8, 2016 

Page 6 

 

 

 
 
 

 As further explained in the attached PRA report (Exhibit 4) filed with the CPUC, the 

utilities and their institutional investors and associated investment bankers seem to have a 

stranglehold on the CPUC.  Some of the records sought relate to Ms. McFadden’s role in 

accommodating the Wall Street interests by urging the Governor to appoint to the CPUC an 

investment banker devoted to protecting Wall Street interests. Many of the public believe the 

CPUC has abandoned its duty to ensure just and reasonable rates in favor of ensuring unjust and 

unreasonable utility profits.  

 

 We urge the Governor to release the requested documents in order to ensure the 

vindication of the public right of access to information about how their government is operating.   

 

 Thank you. 

 

      Very truly yours,  

 

      /s/Michael J. Aguirre 

 

      Michael J. Aguirre, Esq. 

      Maria C. Severson, Esq. 

 

Attachments 


