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After a thorough review of the evidence, Superior Court Judge Joel Pressman 
dismissed Alpine’s lawsuit today against the Grossmont Union High School 
District, determining a trial in this case is not necessary.

“The judge’s ruling is a very welcome end to this lawsuit,” Superintendent Ralf 
Swenson said. “Judge Pressman carefully evaluated the facts of the case and 
points of law and concluded that the Alpine district’s case was without merit. We 
agree wholeheartedly with his decision.”

The judge’s decision eliminates a previously scheduled December trial. He based 
his ruling on all of the evidence each side presented, including the official ballot 
language of Proposition U.  After examining the evidence, the judge found that the 
material facts in the case are not in dispute, and therefore there is no need for a 
trial.
 
Specifically, the judge determined that the language of Proposition U is clear – it 
“does not obligate Grossmont to build a new high school in Alpine,” the judge 
wrote. The judge rejected Alpine’s contention that there was a contract in place 
requiring Grossmont to build the high school.

“We are thankful that the lawsuit filed by the Alpine Union School District and a 
small group of activists in Alpine has ended,” said School Board President Rob 



Shield. “We are happy to now focus our full attention on our primary mission, that 
of educating East County’s high school students.”

Marta Jiacoletti, who has taught dance for 16 years at Grossmont High School, 
said:

“This is tremendous news for every student in the district. For us at Grossmont, it 
means we will finally be able to move forward with the construction of a new 
events center. More than 700 of our students are enrolled in performing arts 
classes and they're forced to rehearse on cement floors in an old gym and a room 
with no air conditioning and spotty electricity. Our students deserve a better and 
safer learning environment, and that's what's ahead for them now thanks to the 
judge's ruling.”

Lisa Stewart, President of the Foothills Council of PTAs, said: “All students at all 
schools in our district should have classrooms and facilities that meet the current 
educational needs of the students, and ensures their safety.”

In 2004 and in 2008, voters approved Propositions H and U authorizing 
Grossmont to raise bond money for a variety of school improvement projects. The 
propositions identified the projects on which bond funds could be spent, but did 
not guarantee that any project would be funded or completed. Prop U, in fact, 
expressly states that “inclusion of a project on the Bond Project List is not a 
guarantee that the project will be funded or completed.”

Construction of a new high school in Alpine is one of the over 100 potential 
projects identified (but not guaranteed) in Prop U. Additionally, the construction of 
the school is conditioned in Prop U upon a district-wide enrollment threshold 
being met at the time Grossmont was to release a request for construction bids.  

The enrollment threshold – total number of students attending the district’s 9 high 
schools and two charter schools – is 23,245. Currently, the district’s student 
population is at 21,173, or 2,072 below the threshold.

In 2009, Grossmont selected the site for the Alpine high school and removed 
hazardous soils at the direction of the Department of Toxics and Substance 
Control. It also commissioned a design team and obtained agency approvals for 
grading the property. The Citizens’ Bond Oversight Committee (CBOC) supported 
the stipulated bond language requiring the enrollment threshold be met before the 
District could begin building the school. After enrollment dropped below the 



threshold, the project was put on hold in 2012 and Grossmont began moving 
forward with other Prop U projects.
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