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Black and White 

Imagine a world where a child is ripped from their family and forced to perform humiliat-

ing stunts while onlookers watch from the outside of a cage. This horrifying scenario is no dif-

ferent than the situation killer whales are placed in at SeaWorld. In the film Blackfish, multiple 

points against SeaWorld were named, including how the whales were originally acquired. But, 

even with all this evidence against the park, SeaWorld's official site states the flaws with the 

film, and all the things they failed to mention. Because of all this controversy and bad publicity,  

a decision has to be made about what do do next. SeaWorld should completely stop their breed-

ing program, cancel all the shows involving these whales, and move the whales into coves in or-

der to comply with the demands made by Blackfish, along with other animal rights activists. 

Although much of the evidence suggests that SeaWorld should simply retire their whales, 

some people disagree because they still believe the whales can be released into the wild. In 

Blackfish, the main point being made was that the whales should be set free; however, the film 

never brought up what would happen if these socially uneducated whales are thrown back into 

the open sea. Keiko was a killer whale that was "rehabilitated" and released into the wild, but 

died soon after. Granted he was an older whale, the fact he didn't survive isn't the only issue. 

Keiko was found off the coast of Iceland allowing children to ride on his back, and demonstrat-

ing other unnatural behaviors. He was never reunited with his pod and lived alone, occasionally 
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traveling with foreign pods but never being assimilated. Unless there is a certain set of circum-

stances, situations like this would be common in releasing the whales. Simply allowing them to 

live out the rest of their lives in captivity and stopping the shows and breeding program would be 

more effective because there is no risk of the whales living out such isolated lives or dying of 

some disease due to their weakened immune system. 

Since the greatest issues addressed by Blackfish were the safety of the trainers, and forc-

ing the whales to perform humiliating and unnatural acts, SeaWorld should simply cancel all 

shows that include whales. In the article "Why Shutting Down SeaWorld is Not the Answer", 

Catherine O'Sullivan describes her experiences with these amazing creatures, having worked at 

Marineland, a park similar to SeaWorld, for many years. O'Sullivan remembers how "The ani-

mals were so smart, so sentient, it felt like watching human prisoners in 9 by 12 cells standing on 

their heads and doing somersaults"(O'Sullivan). It is agreed that imprisoning the whales and 

forcing them do do these tricks is immoral and wrong, however there's not much to be done as 

far as releasing them, as described previously. Although, what can be done is that the whales can 

live slightly more natural lives by not having to perform these stunts for human entertainment. In 

a separate article titled "Facing Blackfish Backlash, SeaWorld Tries to Save Itself", Karl T. 

Greenfeld describes his findings on the controversy surrounding Blackfish . Greenfeld brings up 

SeaWorld's plans to launch "national 'SeaWorld Cares' TV spots, designed to promote SeaWorld 

as a zoological and research organization, rather than simply a theme park company"(Greenfeld).   

If SeaWorld is really an educational and "zoological" organization, then they wouldn't have these 

shows exhibiting such unnatural behavior. A truly educational facility would provide stimulating 

and natural-looking environments for the whales and not give people the ridiculous idea that 
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these stunts are normal behavior for them. Moving the whales into coves where they can have 

more room to swim, and with a much more suitable environment to explore, the whales will be 

much happier with their surroundings. 

Another solution to all this controversy would be to phase out the breeding program and 

let all the whales currently in captivity, live out the rest of their lives in captivity. This way Sea-

World can keep their whales, at least for a few more years until they all pass away, and the risk 

of them dying soon after being released into the wild wouldn't be an issue. Again in the article 

"Why shutting down SeaWorld is not the answer", O'Sullivan describes her views on why bank-

rupting SeaWorld, the only corporation to have slightly suitable living conditions for killer 

whales, would be a very bad idea. She explains how the whales haven't just become "used to cap-

tivity, they are functionally dependent on it"(O'Sullivan). These whales can't be released because 

they are so dependent on the food that is provided to them, and the fact that they don't have a pod 

of their own means that they would have to live out their lives alone. Killer whales learn every-

thing they need to know to survive from their pod, and since these whales in captivity were 

raised without one they are socially handicapped; even if they were to be "rehabilitated" into the 

wild they could never communicate properly with other whales. O'Sullivan finishes her article 

with a solid statement: "As long as these orcas live, we as human beings have a responsibility to 

them"(O'Sullivan). Humans are responsible for the whales in captivity, and since there is no real 

evidence that they can handle themselves in the wild, they cannot be released. However, no more 

whales can be taken from the wild, or all the problems happening now and in the past would just 

resurface, same goes for if the breeding program is kept in place.  
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All in all, humans have a difficult choice to make as far as correcting the mistake made 

years ago. No more whales can be taken from the wild, and no more can be bred in captivity; 

however, the whales can not be released into the wild. To come up with the greatest solution for 

the situation, there can't just be black and white. 
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