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What's Best For SeaWorld and Killer Whales 

In 2013 the documentary Blackfish was released, following one of SeaWorld's 

orcas, Tilikum, who after thirty years in captivity has killed three people. The creators of 

Blackfish criticized SeaWorld for their response and ultimately blamed SeaWorld for the 

death of their trainer Dawn Brancheau in 2010. The film highlights SeaWorld's captive 

breeding program along with the orcas environment. Since the release, SeaWorld's 

attendance has dropped five percent and their stock has dropped sixty percent. 

SeaWorld needs stay open so they can continue to rescue marine animals. Which 

means that the whales will stay in captivity with the best care SeaWorld can provide but 

in order for this to happen changes need to be made to the captive breeding program. 

Being a zoological organization means that SeaWorld's whales would stay in 

captivity but no longer perform. Although much of the evidence suggests that SeaWorld 

should release their thirty captive orcas, this plan is not ideal because staying in 

captivity is the best thing for the majority of SeaWorld's whales. In the article "Killer 

Whales: What to do with Captive Orcas?", author Mark Walker of BBC Earth News 

wrote of the WDCS suggestion that captive orcas be released. The WDCS, also know 

as the Whale and Dolphin Conservation Society, has "repeatedly called for captive 

whales to be returned, not least because captivity appears to drastically reduce their life 

expectancy"(Walker). While it is true that captive killer whales can have a shorter life 
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spam than wild orcas, the NDCS are not considering what type of life these animals 

would have in the wild. Nothing demonstrates this better than the release of lifelong 

captive orca Keiko back in 2002. Keiko starred in the movie Free Willy back in 1993 

where a captive orca Willy befriends a foster kid. Once the movie became a huge 

success fans and wild life conservatives demanded that he be released into the wild. 

After years of training, Keiko was released and spent two years as a free whale before 

he reportedly died of pneumonia. During his two years in the wild Kieko never joined or 

found his pod. He spent two years as an outcast and alone. He was even spotted in 

Norwegian fjord letting little kids ride on his back. He may have been alive but he wasn't 

living. Social animals like orcas need companionship. Usually they get this from their 

pods but sometimes that's not possible. At least in captivity they can socialize with other 

orcas and potentially have a family. SeaWorld are these whales adopted family, in most 

cases the only one they can have. SeaWorld and others made a  mistake of capturing 

killer whales forty-five years ago but that was forty-five years ago. They can't change 

the past but they are "totally responsible for the care and wellbeing of all captive orcas 

for the rest of their lives, especially those born into captivity"(Jean-Michel Cousteau). To 

do this Sea World needs to consider providing a permanent retirement in a netted-off 

cove or bay providing a sea-pen sanctuary that the public could visit. This allows 

SeaWorld to stay open and continue to bring in profit. 

SeaWorld needs to stay open because of what they do to help marine animals. In 

50 years SeaWorld has helped 25,000 animals that are orphaned, ill, injured or in need 

of expert care.  Michael Scarpuzzi, a SeaWorld trainer since 1975, wrote the article 

"Blackfish Film Ignores SeaWorld's Benefits to Conservation, Research" for CNN where 
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he voiced his concerns that Blackfish ignored the good SeaWorld does for marine 

animals. Scarpuzzi stated that Blackfish made "no acknowledgment anywhere in the 

film of the great things SeaWorld does every day"(Scarpuzzi). The creators of Blackfish 

have completely ignored the good SeaWorld does and has only focused on their flaws. 

They haven't thought of the consequences of shutting down SeaWorld. If SeaWorld 

closes what would happen to the animals? Animals such as penguins and sting rays 

can't be trained to be released into the wild like dolphins and whales can. While the 

other animals are released these animals will be sold to marine parks around the world 

that probably won't take as good of care of them as SeaWorld has. Not only does 

SeaWorld help animals in need of loving care but they also have inspired children to 

help marine animals. Along with a voiding SeaWorld dedication to marine animals, it 

also forgets to discuss what SeaWorld does for young minds. When families go on a trip 

to San Diego or Orlando many visit SeaWorld. Children can get inspired by the 

interaction SeaWorld provides. Even some of the trainers who spoke in Blackfish 

against SeaWorld admitted that they wanted to work with orcas because they were 

captivated by the animals when they went to a marine park like SeaWorld. Josh 

Hargrove stated in the film that after visiting SeaWorld as a child, "From that point 

forward I was hooked. It meant everything to me because, I never wanted anything 

more"(Blackfish).  From then on Hargrove wanted to become a SeaWorld trainer so he 

could be with the animals. SeaWorld inspired him to pursue a career with orcas. 

If SeaWorld keeps their orcas then they need to make changes to their captive 

breeding program. After SeaWorld could no longer get new whales from the wild, they 

started to breed their whales so they would still have performing whales. There are 
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many problems with the program like whales being breed to young and being inbred. 

The article "5 Reasons Why SeaWorld's Orca Breeding Program is Seriously Bad 

News" by Melissa Cronin addresses how the program allows female whales to be bred 

to young. The program breeds the females to young despite "scientific studies say that 

the average age in the wild female orcas begin to reproduce is 14.9 years"(Cronin) 

There have been many examples of SeaWorld's orcas giving birth before the natural 

age, including Taima, Kohana, and Takara. Taima gave birth to a male calf at SeaWorld 

Orlando in 1998 at the age of eight. Kohana, at SeaWorld San Diego, had her first calf, 

Adán on October 12, 2010 at age eight. Takara gave birth to her first calf, Kohana on 

May 3, 2002 at age 10. These young female whales are just like teen moms. They are 

two young to have children and are too immature to handle being a mother. Along with 

the females being bred to young, the article also discusses how SeaWorld's whales are 

being inbred. They are matching genetically-close individuals such as "Nalani, a female 

orca at SeaWorld Orlando, who is the offspring of a 37-year-old female named Katina 

and her own son"(Cronin). This process is unnatural. Even the whales now it's unatural 

since there have been incidents where this offsprings have been refused to be taken 

care of by their mother. In order for SeaWorld to stay open and give the orcas the best 

care, rules need to be set indicating that a female whale can not bred until the age of 

fifteen and can not bred with another orca of with close genetic markers.

In the past years SeaWorld has faced serious controversy surrounding their killer 

whales. After the release of Blackfish, many people have called for the release of the 

killer whales since their environment was not suitable and the captive breeding program 

is unnatural. Although many believe this is the best solution unfortunately, the best 
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solution is a hard and time consuming fix. SeaWorld needs to stay open with a closed 

off bay or cove for the orcas and restrictions on the breeding program. This is the best 

solution that satisfies both animal rights activists and SeaWorld. The orcas will be 

happier living in their real environment and SeaWorld gets to stay open so it can 

continue to help marine animals.
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