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     Captivity Revealed 

 The psychotic beast may not always be in the cage, but instead in front looking in.  

SeaWorld, a popular marine amusement park and research center, has been housing along with 

showing captive Orca whales for over 40 years; thus, making them one of the parks biggest 

attractions and bringing in a substantial portion of SeaWorld's profits. The dramatic over 

sensationalized reveal of the conditions of SeaWorld's Orcas was brought to light within the 

movie Blackfish, by Gabriella Cowperthwaite, and caused biased allegations to develop within 

the minds of the public. The prevailing attempts by SeaWorld to improve the condition of the 

Orca's lifestyles after Blackfish's unmasking continues to be inadequate. Achievement of a 

successful thriving environment will finally result with the naturalizing and expansion of their 

current habitats, along with the alteration of specific conditions regarding the whales captivity 

rituals.   

 Although most of the evidence suggests that SeaWorld should continue exhibiting whales 

as a park attraction, some disagree due to the fact it is believed the whales should be released 

from captivities strong grasp. In Carl Greenfield's article, Facing Blackfish Backlash, SeaWorld 

Tries to Save Itself, he expresses his concern with SeaWorld's whales living conditions. He  
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directly addresses this by explaining how a Killer whale's life in captivity is a, "diminished life 

compared with whales in the wild", due to the fact wild whales, "range over thousands of miles,  

live in tight knit pods, and form lasting relationships with other whales"(Greenfield). Captivity 

causes a more sheltered and non-adventurous life for the whales, a seemingly  inhumane and 

negative existence. All this may be considerably true, but that still does not mean releasing the 

whales is the correct action to fix the current situation; therefore, simply releasing the whales 

should be ignored as an option because that may cause additional issues. Releasing is 

untrustworthy and a certain death wish for the whales since, "no captive Orca has been 

successfully released back into the wild", which was disclosed by Greenfeild himself later in the 

same article(Greenfeild). Instead of releasing the whales into the big bad sea, altering their 

current living conditions is a more viable solution.    

 One may initially think the whales should not stay in their concrete tanks; however, after 

reviewing all aspects of the situation, it is clear that after alterations are made to the tanks the 

whales should remain in safe captivity. Considering the fact the Orcas are accustomed to a small 

concrete box, any alteration of the tanks will allow the whales to have a more accommodating 

environment. SeaWorld currently has plans for bettering the environment the whales reside in 

developed and set in motion, it is called Blue World. In the informative article by Lori Weisberg, 

SeaWorld Offers Details on Whale Tanks, she explains how within Blue World's project details 

the tanks are expected to have a, "perimeter lined with plants and rocky formations", allowing for 

a more natural feeling environment(Weisberg). The expected renovations of the tanks will allow 

the whales to feel more comfortable, instead of like caged beasts. The current tanks of  
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SeaWorld's Orcas not only require a more natural design, they also need an immense increase in 

size. Within Weisberg's article, she also discloses that Blue World's design will expand the 

whales tanks all the way to a new, "1.5-acre attraction"(Weisberg). Although this is not the same 

size as the ocean, it does greatly increase the whale's tank size; thus, it will have a positive 

impact on the lives of these magnificent creatures. Through the enhancement of the whale's 

tanks, by naturalizing and expanding them, SeaWorld will show an active response to the 

negative allegations Blackfish bestowed upon them, along with bettering the lives of the whales. 

 While most viewers of Blackfish would say no action taken by SeaWorld is enough to                

allow them to continue holding Orca's captive, another valid perspective is the existence of an 

enriched lifestyle could occur from the transformation of the whale's daily rituals. Ceasing the 

breeding project would end insemination and allow the whales to breed naturally. This would 

prevent the whales from being bred in an incestual manner, forcefully from their captive, or at 

too young of an age where they are immature. In Catherine O'Sullivantuesday's article, Why 

Shutting Down SeaWorld isn't the Answer,  she discloses the story of the young female whale 

Corky; which, exponentially verifies the impact of whale immaturity within the captive breeding 

program. She explains how Corky delivered her artificially inseminated calves, then only shortly 

after, "they starved to death. She couldn’t nurse them....Maybe without her sisters and aunts, she 

simply didn’t know how"(O'Sullivantuesday). Without the vital learning assistance from her 

family members, Corky was too immature to keep her offsprings alive; consequently, only 

traumatizing her from the experience of child birth.  Along with ending the breeding project, to 

allow natural reproduction, SeaWorld should also quit the Killer whale entertainment shows. 



O'Sullivantuesday, a retired SeaWorld Orca trainer, also explained in her article how, "Day after 

day I’d ascend the stairs to the Orca tank and look into their eyes. The waves of sadness I 

experienced overwhelmed me"(O'Sullivantuesday). Looking into the Orca's eyes during shows 

and seeing complete sadness reveals the whales hatred for the entertainment portion of life 

within captivity. Although the Orca shows are a major portion of SeaWorld's income, stopping 

them is detrimental; thus, replacing them by having people pay to see the whales in their new 

natural design tanks as another attraction should recover the revenue loss enough and place the 

whales in a more pleasant living situation. By SeaWorld reconstructing the way of life for the 

Orca whales, it will show a response to the allegations voiced out to the public by Blackfish. 

 In conclusion, through the alteration of the whales environment and daily life,                

SeaWorld will see a positive response from not only the public but specifically viewers of the 

movie Blackfish. These changes will also provide a happier life for the captive whales, resulting 

with a more enjoyable adventure for paying visitors to view, discover, and become educated 

about the magnificent creatures. These adjustments will also be an impressive active response to 

the allegations developed by Blackfish. In the end, making the creatures on both sides of the cage 

less like wild beasts.  
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