
Response to Times of San Diego query asking for examples of conflicts of interest by members of 
the Grossmont Healthcare District Board of Directors who are on Sharp Grossmont Hospital 
Board of Directors:

This is an easy one.

Over the past year there have been numerous votes on matters affecting the economic interest of Sharp 
HealthCare and the Grossmont Hospital Corporation.

In March 2014 the Board voted to place on the election ballot Proposition H that would extend the then 
extant 20 year lease of Grossmont Hospital another 30 years. Michael Emerson voted "yes".(Randy 
Lenac was not yet appointed to the board)

In July 2014 the board voted to award the 30 year lease extension approved at the June 2014 election. 
Both Randy lenac and Michael Emerson voted "yes".

In October 2014 the board voted to award $1,000,000 as an Intergovernmental Transfer to benefit 
Grossmont Hospital Corporation. Both Randy Lenac and Michael Emerson voted "yes".

These are just a few examples. There are many more.

A similar situation existed 20 years ago when the Fair Political Practices Commission issued a "warning 
letter" to four GHD board members who were serving on the GHC board. Part of that decision read "...it 
was not a conflict of interest for Respondents to sit in the dual capacities of District Board members and 
Corporation board members. However, Respondents violated the conflict of interest provisions of the 
Political Reform Act when they made, participated in making or used their official position to influence 
governmental decisions that specifically conferred a material financial benefit upon the Corporation, which 
was distinguishable from the public generally". (FPPC No. 93/242).

At today's meeting I simply offered my opinion that Emerson and Lenace should recuse themselves 
whenever the GHD board is considering things that might bestow a pecuniary benefit on Sharp 
healthCare or the Grossmont Hospital Corporation.

In order to avoid a conflict I always recuse myself when our board is considering an action that affects the 
Grossmont Union High School District, a board that my husband was elected to.

Best regards,

Betty Stieringer


